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Discovering and displaying Christ 

in here and out there  



CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S DAY 
(*Please stand as you are able) 

 
 

 

Welcome and Community Life 

 

Prayer of Adoration                                                          Luther’s Morning Prayer 

All: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 

this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For 

into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

*Song           All Creatures of Our God and King              Arr. Crowder 

                                                                        

*Call to Worship                                                        Psalm 48 

One: God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble. 

All: So we will not fear, even if earthquakes come, and the mountains crumble into the 

sea. 

 

One:  Let the oceans roar and foam. Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge! 

All:   The Lord Almighty is here among us; the God of Israel is our fortress. 

         

*Song                                            Lutheran Hymn                                                Roe 

 

Call to Confession                                                                          Rom. 5:8; Heb. 4:16 

One: The psalmist testifies: “Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has 

done for me. If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 

But truly God has listened; he has given heed to the words of my prayer. Blessed be God, 

because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me.”  In the 

strength of this assurance, let us confess our sins to God.  

 

Prayer of Confession                                      Martin Luther 

All:  Waken our hearts, O Lord, our God; make them ever watchful to serve You and 

Your purposes. Trouble us with the smallness of our vision and work. Trouble us 

with the greatness of Your command to make disciples of all nations. Trouble us 

with Your great love for sinners and our own slowness to make You our greatest 

love. Trouble us with the brevity of our lives and time, talent, and treasure not 

invested in eternity. Comfort us by drawing us to Yourself with the cords of Your 

unfailing mercy. Comfort us, O Lord, with the assurance of our salvation and 



unending glory with You when we suffer and are afflicted. Rekindle in us a renewed 

desire for the coming of Your glorious kingdom when all wrongs will be made 

right, when everything that is broken will be made whole, and when we will trade 

a cross for a crown. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

Moment of Silent Prayer 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                                        John 3: 16,17 

One:  Hear the good news: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did 

not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 

be saved through him.” Brothers and sisters be at peace—in Christ Jesus you are forgiven 

and embraced by God. 

All:  Thanks be to God!    

 

Song                        Mighty Fortress                     Shust, Baloche

        

Children’s Message 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Scripture Reading                                      Romans 8: 31-39  NRSVue 
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did 

not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us 

everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who 

is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of 

God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or 

distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake 

we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”  37 No, in all these 

things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

One: The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God endures forever. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon                                                 Nothing Can Separate Us

                                             Rev. John C. Tittle 

 

 



*Affirmation of Faith                                             Heidelberg Catechism Q. 1 

One: What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

All: That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death to my faithful 

Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and 

has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a 

way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; 

in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, 

Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly 

willing and ready from now on to live for him.   

 

Prayer of Dedication                                                                 Martin Luther 

All:  Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled. My Lord, fill it. I am weak in 

the faith; strengthen me. I am cold in love; warm me and make me fervent, that my 

love may go out to my neighbor. I do not have a strong and warm faith; at times I 

doubt and am unable to trust you altogether. O Lord, help me. Strengthen my faith 

and trust in you. In you I have sealed the treasure of all I have. I am poor; you are 

rich and came to be merciful to the poor. I am a sinner; you are upright. With me, 

there is an abundance of sin; in you is the fullness of righteousness. Therefore I will 

remain with you, of whom I can receive, but to whom I may not give. Amen.  

 

Offertory                     Whenever God Shines His Light   Van Morrison 

                                                       

Prayers of the People 

One: Gracious God, hear our prayer, 

All: and in your love answer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

*Closing Song             All the People Said Amen                                  Maher 

                                        

*Charge and Benediction 

 

  



Participants: 

Rev. Dr. John C. Tittle 

Clay Whittington, Director of Music Ministries 

Kris Goorsky, Director of Christian Formation 

Bill Haldeman, lay reader 

Ed Vander Woude, Bradley Bishop, Michael Dungan - audio visual  

Adoración Ensemble – George Davis, Becky Diebold, Joy Hager, Sandy Russell, Clay Whittington, Bob 

and Carol Van Gelder 
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