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Discovering and displaying Christ 

in here and out there  



CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S DAY 
(*Please stand as you are able) 

 

 

 

Welcome and Community Life 

 

Prayer of Adoration 

 

*Song                             Thank You                 Glen Phillips            

             

*Call to Worship                               Selections from Psalm 65               

One: Praise is due to you, O you who answer prayer! 

All:  To you all flesh shall come. 

 

One:  By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; 

All:  you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 

 

One:  you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it. 

All:  You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 

 

One:  The pastures of the wilderness overflow; the hills gird themselves with joy; 

All:  the meadows clothe themselves with flocks; the valleys deck themselves with 

grain; they shout and sing together for joy. 

 

One:  Let us worship our Creator God! 

 

*Song                           Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly       Tomlin, Ingram, Barrett                             

 

*Song                                     Come to Me             Wendell Kimbrough                        

 

Children’s Message 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Scripture Reading                                       Genesis 42: 1-38  NRSVue 
1 When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you keep looking 

at one another? 2 I have heard,” he said, “that there is grain in Egypt; go down and buy grain for 

us there, that we may live and not die.” 3 So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain in 

Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he feared that 

harm might come to him. 5 Thus the sons of Israel were among the people who came to buy 



grain, for the famine had reached the land of Canaan.  6 Now Joseph was governor over the land; 

it was he who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed 

themselves before him with their faces to the ground. 7 When Joseph saw his brothers, he 

recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke harshly to them. “Where do you 

come from?” he said. They said, “From the land of Canaan to buy food.” 8 Although Joseph had 

recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him. 9 Joseph also remembered the dreams that 

he had dreamed about them. He said to them, “You are spies; you have come to see the 

nakedness of the land!” 10 They said to him, “No, my lord; your servants have come to buy food. 
11 We are all sons of one man; we are honest men; your servants have never been spies.” 12 But 

he said to them, “No, you have come to see the nakedness of the land!” 13 They said, “We, your 

servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of a certain man in the land of Canaan; the youngest, 

however, is now with our father, and one is no more.” 14 But Joseph said to them, “It is just as I 

have said to you; you are spies! 15 Here is how you shall be tested: as Pharaoh lives, you shall not 

leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here! 16 Let one of you go and bring your 

brother, while the rest of you remain in prison, in order that your words may be tested, whether 

there is truth in you, or else, as Pharaoh lives, surely you are spies.” 17 And he put them all together 

in prison for three days.  18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I 

fear God: 19 if you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here where you are imprisoned. 

The rest of you shall go and carry grain for the famine of your households 20 and bring your 

youngest brother to me. Thus your words will be verified, and you shall not die.” And they agreed 

to do so. 21 They said to one another, “Alas, we are paying the penalty for what we did to our 

brother; we saw his anguish when he pleaded with us, but we would not listen. That is why this 

anguish has come upon us.” 22 Then Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell you not to wrong the 

boy? But you would not listen. So now there comes a reckoning for his blood.” 23 They did not 

know that Joseph understood them, since he spoke with them through an interpreter. 24 He 

turned away from them and wept; then he returned and spoke to them. And he picked out 

Simeon and had him bound before their eyes. 25 Joseph then gave orders to fill their bags with 

grain, to return every man’s money to his sack, and to give them provisions for their journey. This 

was done for them.  26 They loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. 27 When one of 

them opened his sack to give his donkey fodder at the lodging place, he saw his money at the 

top of the sack. 28 He said to his brothers, “My money has been put back; here it is in my sack!” 

At this they lost heart and turned trembling to one another, saying, “What is this that God has 

done to us?”  29 When they came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told him all that 

had happened to them, saying, 30 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke harshly to us and charged 

us with spying on the land. 31 But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we are not spies. 32 We are 

twelve brothers, sons of our father; one is no more, and the youngest is now with our father in 

the land of Canaan.’ 33 Then the man, the lord of the land, said to us, ‘By this I shall know that you 

are honest men: leave one of your brothers with me, take grain for the famine of your households, 

and go your way. 34 Bring your youngest brother to me, and I shall know that you are not spies 

but honest men. Then I will release your brother to you, and you may trade in the land.’ ”  35 As 

they were emptying their sacks, there in each one’s sack was his bag of money. When they and 

their father saw their bundles of money, they were dismayed. 36 And their father Jacob said to 



them, “I am the one you have bereaved of children: Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, 

and now you would take Benjamin. All this has happened to me!” 37 Then Reuben said to his 

father, “You may kill my two sons if I do not bring him back to you. Put him in my hands, and I 

will bring him back to you.” 38 But he said, “My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is 

dead, and he alone is left. If harm should come to him on the journey that you are to make, you 

would bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.” 

 

One: The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God endures forever. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon Series                                              When Dreams Come True 

Sermon                                                                  Old Dreams Remembered

                                             Rev. John C. Tittle 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

Offertory                              Forgive Me Brother                   Niila                 

                                                        

Prayers of the People 

One: Lord in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

*Closing Song                    Fill My Cup                               Ripp, Hulse, Cockrell          

                                 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Participants: 

Rev. Dr. John C. Tittle 

Clay Whittington, Director of Music Ministries 

Kris Goorsky, Director of Christian Formation 

Bill Haldeman, lay reader 

Ed Vander Woude, Bradley Bishop, Michael Dungan - audio visual  

Adoración Ensemble – George Davis, Joy Hager, Sandy Russell, Clay Whittington, Bob and Carol Van Gelder 
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Bulletin Art:  “Joseph and His Brothers in Egypt”, by Salvador Dali, Biblia Sacra Suite, Rome, 1965-69, 
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