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Discovering and displaying Christ 
in here and out there 



CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S DAY 
(*Please stand as you are able) 

 

 

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY                               Wynchestre Sequence 

 

WELCOME  

 

VBS VIDEO 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 

PRELUDE             As newborn stars were stirred to song                      Hirten 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                     Psalm 8           

One: Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

All:  You have set your glory in the heavens. 
 

One: When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 

you have set in place, what are humans that you are mindful of them, mortals that you 

care for them? 

All:  You have made them a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor. 
 

One:  You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet: 

All:  all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, the birds in the sky, and the fish in the 

sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 

 

One:  Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

*HYMN                        Morning Has Broken            Gaelic melody 

             

CALL TO CONFESSION                                Isaiah 1:18 

One: “Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.” 

With sure promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin together. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                 

All: God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for 

all people. We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. We turn 

away from the poor; we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace. In your mercy, 

cleanse us of our sin, and baptize us once again with your Spirit, that forgiven and 

renewed, we may show forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ.  



MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS                                                             Micah 7: 18-20 

One: Hear the good news:  “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the 

transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but 

delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins 

underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. You will be faithful to 

Jacob, and show love to Abraham, as you pledged on oath to our ancestors in days long 

ago.” Brothers and sisters—be at peace. In Christ Jesus you are a new creation. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

*SUNG RESPONSE                                  God of Wonders                  Bryd, Hindalong 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                            Genesis 1: 1-2:4a NRSVue 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 

good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness 

he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  6 And God said, “Let 

there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God 

made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were 

above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the second day.  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into 

one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 

that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let 

the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear 

fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of 

every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 

good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 14 And God said, “Let there be 

lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for 

seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 

the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the 

lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon 

the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And 

God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  20 And 

God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 

across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that 

moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God 



saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 

seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 

day.  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 

things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of 

the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of 

every kind. And God saw that it was good.  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, 

according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing 

that creeps upon the earth.”  27 So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created 

them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given 

you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; 

you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 

plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.   

 
1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God finished 

the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So 

God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had 

done in creation.  4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 

One: The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God endures forever. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON                                                                                   And It Was So 

                                                                                     Rev. John C. Tittle 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                           A Brief Statement of Faith 

All:  We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the 

world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image male and female, of every race 

and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our 

Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and 

ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the 

planet entrusted to our care.  We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice 

and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose 

a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the 

children of Israel from the house of bondage.  Loving us still, God makes us heirs with 

Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father 

who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.  

 



*HYMN                                      All Creatures of Our God and King          Crowder                            

          

OFFERTORY                                   Love Is Eternal Sacred Light                         Paul Simon                                 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                               Doxology                                                        Crowder 

       

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION             

All: Generous and loving God, we pray that these gifts may be part of our witness, our 

testimony to our love for you and the abundance with which we have been blessed. With 

your blessings we know that this testimony can reach the poor, the hungry, and the 

hurting, proclaiming your good name, ministering to those in need. Amen.  

 

BAPTISM                      Sabrina Cain 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

One: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
 

One: Lift up your hearts! 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

 

SANCTUS                                                      Holy, Holy                                                           Maher 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 

 

*SONG                             Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!              Dykes                                

 

  



*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE            The Church of Christ in Every Age              Knapp         
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Hymns are selected from the Presbyterian Blue Hymnal (available at your seats) and the Glory to God hymnal 
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