
 

Immanuel Presbyterian Church 
 

 
 

11:00am Traditional Worship Service 
April 30, 2023 

 

Discovering and displaying Christ 
in here and out there 



CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S DAY 
(*Please stand as you are able) 

 
 
 
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY                                                                              WESTMINSTER SEQUENCE 
 
WELCOME  
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
  
PRELUDE                               The King of Love My Shepherd Is               Burton                                 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                           

One: Though the way seems long and the road rough, 
All:  Yet will we trust the One who leads us. 
 
One:  Though the direction is unknown and we don’t know the outcome, 
All:  Yet will we place our lives in Christ’s loving care. 
 
One:  It is Christ who shepherds us to green pastures and restores our souls. 
All:  It is Christ who gives us hope and peace. 
 
One:  Praise be to Christ our Lord! 
 

*HYMN                                        Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                    Hughes 
             
CALL TO CONFESSION  

One: Come, kneel before the Lord our God, our Maker. We are the people of his pasture, the 
sheep of his hand. Let us entrust our flawed and vulnerable lives before our 
Shepherd’s loving care, seeking that mercy which God is more ready to give than we 
are to receive. 

 
RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                 

One: Whenever we are lured by the voices of the many false shepherds of our age, who are 
out to exploit, misguide, and fleece us: Lord have mercy. 

All:  Lord have mercy. 
 
One:  Whenever we act like ‘control freaks,’ wanting to dominate those around us with our 

ideas and wishes, as if we were the chief shepherd: Christ have mercy. 
All:  Christ have mercy. 
 
 



One:  Whenever we become spiritually self-important, vainly imagining that we no longer 
need the help of other members of the flock of Christ: Lord have mercy. 

All:  Lord have mercy. Great Shepherd, the only true bishop of our lives, please 
continue to surround us by day and night with your unsleeping grace. Forgive us 
our rebellion, rescue us from our wandering, dig us out of the mire, and set our 
feet on the secure but narrow path that leads to abundant life. Through Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER 
 
RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                            

One: When you do right and suffer for it patiently, you have God’s approval. 
All:  We are healed by Christ’s wounds. 
 
One:  For to this you have been called, that you should follow in Christ’s steps. 
All:  We are healed by Christ’s wounds. 
 
One:  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. 
All:  We are healed by Christ’s wounds. 
 
One:  For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and 

Guardian of your souls. 
All:  We are healed by Christ’s wounds. 
 
One:  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
All:  We are healed by Christ’s wounds! 

 

 
*SUNG RESPONSE                                                    Alleluia!                                               O’Carrol 
 

 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
GOSPEL  READING                                                                                  John 10: 1-10  NRSVue 
1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 



sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, 
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.  7 So 
again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came 
before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 

One: The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God endures forever. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON                                                                             The Voice of the Shepherd 
                                                                                                      Rev. John C. Tittle 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  Theological Declaration of Barmen, 8.11, 14 

All:  Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God 
which we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in 
death...As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in 
the same way and with the same seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon 
our whole life. Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless 
fetters of this world for a free, grateful service to his creatures.  

 
*HYMN                                                  The King of Love My Shepherd Is    Irish melody         
          
OFFERTORY                                     Sheep May Safely Graze             J.S. Bach, arr. Rawsthorne 
                                                                        
*DOXOLOGY                               Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                      harm. Hopson     
      
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION             

All: We hear the voice of Jesus the Shepherd, O God, and seek to follow his course for 
our lives. We bring our gifts now before you as results of our search. Accept 
them and use them so that others may join in the quest. Bring others to the gates 
of your promised land, and let them hear you calling them to come, enter in. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

One:  Good Shepherd, 
All: guide us and lead us. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 



but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

  
*HYMN                             Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us                     Bradbury           
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 
*POSTLUDE                                  Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                     Runyan
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Hymns are selected from the Presbyterian Blue Hymnal (available at your seats) and the Glory to God hymnal 
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