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March 26, 2023

Discovering and displaying Christ
in here and out there




CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S DAY

(*Please stand as you are able)

Welcome and Community Life

Prayer of Adoration

*Song Lutheran Hymn Roe

*Call to Worship Psalm 130
One: From the depths of my despair | call to you, Lord.

All:  Hear my cry, O Lord; listen to my call for help!

One: If you kept a record of our sins, who could escape being condemned?
All:  But you forgive us, so we stand in awe of you.

One: Wait eagerly for the Lord's help, trust in his word.
All:  We wait for the Lord more eagerly than watchmen wait for the dawn.

One: Trust in the Lord, because his love is constant and he is always willing to save.
All:  He will save his people from all their sins.

*Song What | See Elevation Worship
Experiential Confession
During this time set aside for confession, take the symbolic grave cloth found in your bulletin.
As you wrap it around your hand think of any regrets, mistakes, bad memories, or negative
thoughts that are holding you down. You are invited to rise up from your seat unbind that
which holds you back, and to throw it away in one of the designated areas in the sanctuary.
Give thanks to God for calling you out of your tomb and breathing new life into you again.
Song Come As You Are Crowder

Children’s Message

Prayer for lllumination



Gospel Reading John 11: 17-44 NRSVue
"7 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. '® Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, '° and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. 2° When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now | know that God will give you whatever
you ask of him.” 2 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” > Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” * Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 2° and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 2’ She said to him, “Yes, Lord, |
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 28 When she
had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here
and is calling for you.” 2 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. *° Now Jesus
had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 3" The Jews
who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed
her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 3> When Mary came
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died.” 3> When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3* He said, “Where have
you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” * Jesus began to weep. *® So the Jews
said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to
the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 3° Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead four days.” *° Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you would see
the glory of God?” #! So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, |
thank you for having heard me. #* | knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” > When he had said
this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” * The dead man came out, his hands and
feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him,
and let him go.”

One: The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of God endures forever.
All:  Thanks be to God!

Sermon A Sickness Not Unto Death
Rev. John C. Tittle

Prayer of Dedication

Offertory Rise Up (Lazarus) CAIN



Prayers of the People
One:
All:

The Lord’s Prayer
All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Closing Song 40" U2

*Charge and Benediction
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Kris Goorsky, Director of Christian Formation
Laura Fennema, lay reader
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Carol Van Gelder
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