
 

  

      Discovering and displaying Christ in here and out there 

 

Earth lost a great one, and heaven gained an unforgettable saint. 
Eugene Peterson, Presbyterian minister, author, and Bible translator of 
The Message entered his Master’s joy on October 22, 2018. His family 
shared that one of his last words was, “let’s go.” I never personally 
knew Eugene Peterson, but Fred and Cheryl Wood were friends with 
Eugene and his wife Jan. It was Eugene Peterson’s writing that shaped 
me for over twenty years. You can see above that Eugene’s books 
inhabit a good portion of one of my shelves in the pastor’s study here 

at Immanuel. His words and example have guided and continue to guide me in ministry. Just a few days ago, I 
celebrated twenty years of ordained ministry. And it made me think of a time early in my first call as an 
Associate Pastor in Kennewick, WA when I read one of Eugene Peterson’s books—it might have been his 
book on the prophet Jonah and vocational holiness as a minister. I wrote him a note of thanks for being an 
inspiration to me as a PCUSA minister and that his writings deepened and strengthened my faith. Several 
weeks later I received a postcard from him. It still blows me away that he wrote me back. One of the great 
things about being a writer is that your words can continue to resound and speak long after your death—and 
I know God will continue to speak through Eugene to all of us for many years to come. 

 

Eugene Peterson has helped me remain grounded in Scripture, prayer, 
sabbath, the importance of the Psalms, and the spiritual disciplines. 
Being a pastor is less like being a CEO and a lot more like being a 
gardener or a shepherd. Eugene had a powerful gift with the written 
word. His interpretation of Scripture and nuanced metaphors were 
rich. His love of reading inspired me to keep enjoying novels and good 
literature throughout life. When he was a pastor he would write in his 
appointment calendar F.D., which stood for Fyodor Dostoevsky. That 
inspired me to read The Brothers Karamozov and Crime and 

Punishment and many others. There were times I disagreed with some of Eugene’s perspectives, but he 
always reminded me not to buy hook, line, and sinker into the cultural assumptions of North America. But I 
tell you what, you’ve got to respect any pastor that was good friends with Bono of U2. But at the end of the 
day, it was his humility, wisdom, and love of Jesus that shined through his writing and his living. For that, I 
will always be grateful. Thank you, Eugene. Well done, good and faithful pastor.  

With Gratitude, 

Pastor John     
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Literacy Cooperation 
Nelson Mandela once wrote, as reported in a 
recent issue of Mission Crossroads, “Education is 
the most powerful weapon which you can use to 
change the world.” 
 

People in Mangochi, Malawi know this is true, as 
they have watched their community be 
transformed by the Muliko Literacy project. 
 

Established by Clancy and Miriam Gondwe in 
2014, the Muliko Literacy Project seeks to 
improve the 47% literacy rate in the 
predominantly Muslim community of Mangochi. 
The Gondwes are community development 
professionals and committed Church of Central 
Africa Presbyterian members.  Chancy received training from Literacy and Evangelism International 
in Tulsa. God gave the Gondwes a clear vision for literacy as a tool for evangelism, spiritual growth 
and sustainable development for the people of Malawi. 
 

The project trains volunteer teachers who want to start literacy programs. Muliko also tutors 
children after school, conducts child evangelism through an after school Good 
News Club and operates a preschool that generates income. 
 

Blessings, Bob Seel 

 

    NEW LIFE CHALLENGES 

      News in the Missions World 

CASA MARIA MINISTRY 
You can help make sandwiches to feed the hungry 

Every four weeks we prepare 500 sack lunches for Casa Maria in 
South Tucson that are distributed to people in need of a meal. Each 
lunch should contain two meat and cheese sandwiches, a piece of 
fruit (such as a banana, peach, pear, or orange), and a dessert (2 
cookies, 1 brownie, etc). These are very simple sandwiches using 
only butter or margarine on the bread (no mayo, no mustard, no 
lettuce, no tomato) and any type of meat or cheese may be used.   

You can make as many lunches as you like and you can add extras to the lunches. Please keep in 
mind when shopping that many of the folks who receive these lunches have dental problems. Please 
bring your sack lunches to the church between 8:00am and 9:00am.  The Casa Maria team leaves 
promptly at 9:00am.                     

         Upcoming Schedule:       Nov  17/Boy Scouts,   Dec 15/Deacons 

PC(USA) mission co-worker Nancy Collins, back row on left,     

visited with teacher Miriam Gondwe, back row on right, and  

students in the Muliko Literacy Project in Mangochi, Malawi.   



 

  

 

 

By Norm Bagass 
 

“I was in prison, and you came to visit me.” 
Matthew 25:36 

 

In prison, gangs are largely based on race. You don’t get a choice on 
that—not if you want to survive. 
 
Duane* was a powerful black man. He was about six feet four inches tall 
and built like a weightlifter. At the closing service (open to the public), 
he stood up to give his testimony. He said, “On Thursday morning, we 
were getting ready to rumble in our pod. I would have done my best to kill him. Now, he’s my 
brother.”  He pointed to a Hispanic man who had also been on that Kairos weekend.  Carlos* stood 
up, and the two men—one black, one Hispanic—walked toward each other and embraced. Even the 
guards who were present gave the Lord a standing ovation. 
 
Another inmate, John* stood up at a public service.  He said, “On Thursday morning, the only thing I 
was looking forward to was dying. I’m 67 years old, and have been in prison almost all of my life. But 
you reminded me of something my grandmother tried to teach me when I was a little boy — she used 
to walk to church with me on Sunday mornings. I have found God’s love for me this weekend, and 
now I have something to live for.” 
 
I love going to prison, on Kairos weekends, to watch God at work. We go into the prison Thursday 
through Sunday, spending most of the day with 20-40 inmates who have volunteered to be part of 
the weekend. Our motto as team members is:  Listen, listen, love, love. 
 
We have talks about the basics of the Good News—God’s unmerited love and grace. We sing songs 
and discuss, and share and work together on posters and talk summaries. 
 
We don’t ask what they’ve done or how long they are in for. We are just there to share how much 
God’s love has changed our lives, and how much He loves them.  I am an old white guy. I have 
nothing to impress or teach these men. There is no reason they should even listen. But God works in 
spite of our limitations, and lives are changed in beautiful ways. 
 
Our goal is not to be their new best friends. It is to get them into friendship with God and each 
other. The goal is to get Bible study, prayer and sharing groups started in the prison.  
 
If you would like more information about Kairos Prison Ministry International, visit their website at 
www.kairosprisonministry.org.  If you are interested in talking to me about being a part of a Kairos 
team that works inside the Wilmot prison here in Tucson, you can call me and I would be glad to 
answer your questions.  If you would like to donate to this ministry, please mark your donation with 
“Wilmot Prison Tucson”. 
 
One final thing I need to say:  The prison guards are a good group of men and women who seem to 
have a genuine concern for the inmates. Also, the chaplains at the prison are doing wonderful work 
there.  We do everything in support of their ongoing ministry in the prison. 
 
*Names are changed to protect confidentiality.  Any stories are from public meetings.  We keep what 
is said by the inmates at our team meetings confidential. 

http://www.kairosprisonministry.org


 

  

 

 

 



 

  

THE CATALINA MOUNTAINS CHAPTER,  
THE MILITARY ORDER OF THE WORLD WARS 

 

INVITES ALL TO OUR ANNUAL  
MASSING OF THE COLORS AND SERVICE OF  

REMEMBRANCE 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH AT 2:00PM 
TUCSON WOMAN’S CLUB 

6245 E. BELLEVUE AVENUE 
 
This is a patriotic ceremony involving patriotic and service organizations 
whose flags are posted, and a solemn service of remembrance of those 
who have passed on in the last year. 
 
Music will be provided by Ironwood Church Singers and Friends.  Rev. Leah 
Sandwell-Weiss of St. Philips Episcopal Church will deliver the homily. 
 
The MOWW is a patriotic charitable organization dedicated to the preser-
vation of our nation’s values and education of our youth. 
 
We are non-political, non-partisan and non-denominational.  The organiza-

tion is open to officers in all uniformed services. 
 

We hold that it is better to serve than to be served. 

 

 

 

 

Youth on Their Own (YOTO) helps support the high school graduation and 
continued success of homeless, at-risk youth by providing financial 
assistance, basic human needs, and guidance. Help bring the joy of 
Christmas to these young people by donating a $10.00 gift card from one 
of these stores—Fry’s, Safeway, Target or Walmart—no later than 
December 2nd. 
 
Checks will also be accepted made out to YOTO.  Cards may be added to 
the collection plates during services or sent to the church office.   
 

Thank you for helping to make the Christmas spirit touch the heart of our struggling youth. 

Jewel graduated from Desert 
View HS in 2017 and  

now attends the U of A. 



 

  

  

A Celebration of Life for Byron Eddy  
Open House 

 

Saturday, December 1st from 1:00—4:00pm 
 

Hosted by Jane Eddy and Tracey Quick 
Held at Tracey’s House:   

2220 N. El Camino Rinconado, Tucson, AZ 85749     
 

Please RSVP to Jane at (520) 730-1617 [call or text] or Tracey (520) 240-8328.                                                                                                                                          
In order for us to plan for food, please let us know if you are able to join us.  Thank you. 

GOT A TRUCK?  Willing to help occasionally?  The Deacons are working 
on coordinating the 2019 JUNQUE SALE (formerly known as the 
Parking Lot Sale)  and need folks with trucks.  Are you willing to be 
called upon to lug the occasional large item donated over to the 
church? Contact Lynda Grochowski at (520) 548-3759 or Darlys Tippie 

at (408) 835-1447 to volunteer.   Abundant appreciation will be in ample supply!  OH —— 
and, everybody —— start saving your “good stuff” - for the IMMANUEL JUNQUE SALE to be 
held in the Spring of 2019 (TBA).  *Junque is Upscale Junk. 

On Saturday November 17th at 8:00am we are going to be cleaning up 
the Church Campus. This includes painting the Youth Room, cleaning up 
the Labyrinth, cleaning out the light fixtures, scrubbing the bath rooms 
and washing windows and doors. The Boys Scouts from Troop 157 will be 
there to support us and sub sandwiches will be provided. Please bring 

your gloves and elbow grease as we could sure use all your help to get these projects 
accomplished. Please contact Sean A. Shifflette for further details at seanas3@cox.net. 

 

Alternative Gift Market—December 16th 

on the patio after each service 

 

This is an opportunity to invest in gifts that give twice. The Alternative 
Gift Market will have offerings from missions close to home, across the 
border and beyond. This annual event demonstrates Immanuel’s 
commitment to missions.  Stop by and be inspired to invest in gifts that 
reflect our continuing commitment to strengthening communities and 
empowering individuals.   We will also be signing letters for Bread for the World.  Featuring a 
variety of vendors including Café Justo, Syrian Sweets, ArtWorks, DouglaPrieta Trabaja and more,  
purchases in cash only, please. 



 

  

 

    You are cordially invited to attend the 
 

 IMMANUEL THANKSGIVING DINNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 at 4:00pm 
  
It's the time of year again to reflect upon our blessings for the year, and to look forward to 
our Advent Season.  Please join us as we prepare to gather with our Immanuel family the 
Sunday before the Thanksgiving holiday for our annual Thanksgiving dinner on Sunday, 
November 18th at 4:00pm.  
 
 
Look for the Sign-up Sheet on the patio before and after worship on November 4th and 11th 
to let us know you if will be able to join us. We need folks to sign up to bring turkeys, side 
dishes, dessert and to help clean up.   The Hospitality Team invites you to help prepare our 
dinner with our church family and friends as we share our many blessings in our church life. 
Please contact the church office to sign up if you are unable to sign up on Sunday mornings.  
 
 
Please RSVP by November 14 or contact Hospitality Elders Kelly Wood or Amanda 
Leachet.  Hope to see you all there! 



 

  

 

Join us for the  

Immanuel Advent Festival 
December 2nd at 3:00pm 

 

Towner Hall will be transformed into an extension of Santa’s Workshop. There will be a wide 
variety of crafts to make and take, to enjoy or share with others.  Afterwards we will join    
together for fellowship and delicious soups and breads. 

Fun Crafts!   Delicious Soup! 
 

 
  

  
 
 

Santa Claus will be making a special appearance! 

Celebrating 16 Years of  
Transforming Lives and Communities 

 

Join Us on November 10th from 4:00—7:00pm 
Calle 11 & Avenida 19, Agua Prieta, Sonora 

 

Among the farmers who will be coming are founding member Dona 
Soraida and her son Mundo, who was able to return from Atlanta and be 
reunited with his family because of Cafe Justo. She was one of 25 farmers 
(most in their 50s, 60s, and 70s) who in the midst of great economic and 
emotional despair dared to dream that their hard work growing organic 
coffee would be valued, that their children could return home, and that 
their grandchildren could not only finish elementary school, but also high 
school and college. 
 
In a recent article titled “Dismay and Hope,” Mark Adams, Frontera de 
Cristo’s US coordinator, wrote: “Yes, in the face of bad news, God calls us 
not only to lament but also to live out good news. We are grateful for the 
vision and perseverance of men and women like Soraida [Santiago] who 

put flesh on the good news of God by bringing together families, individuals, communities, and 
organizations to create new opportunities for families to thrive together.” 
 

Photo:  Madelin Ballinas graduated from nursing school. She is the granddaughter of Doña Soraida, a founding member 
of Cafe Justo and daughter of Mundo, a member of Cafe Justo. 



 

  

               

 

 

Summer 2019 

 

 

 

 

         Present: Immanuel Parking Lot                         Future: Immanuel Parking Lot   

Friends, 

We all desire Immanuel to be a welcoming and safe place for guests and members alike to visit our 
attractive campus and enjoy enriching worship and ministry experiences together. The session 
unanimously believes that to be good stewards of our church grounds it’s time for us to pave the 
way for a new parking lot. 

You have likely noticed our parking lot challenges: the deteriorating asphalt is a tripping hazard, not 
all of our sidewalk entrances are wheelchair accessible, and most parking lanes and handicap spots 
are faded. We are excited to remedy all of this with Tucson Asphalt’s energy-saving, environmental-
friendly, and cost-effective Green Asphalt™. This black asphalt eliminates the process of removing all 
the old asphalt, so it reduces dust, noise, and traffic that result from using traditional asphalt 
binders. This durable surface will serve us well into the future and save us a substantial amount of 
money. 

We need everyone’s help to pave the way: the cost to repave, line, and make a wheelchair accessible 
parking lot is $73,000 (approximately half the cost of standard asphalt). As a commitment to the 
importance of this project, all of session has pledged  over $5,400. Please prayerfully consider 
purchasing one or more “parking spots” for $300 each. Our goal is to be able to pay the full amount 
upfront, so we don’t have to take on debt. If one parking spot is too much, we would be grateful for 
any amount that would work better with your budget. Please write your check to Immanuel with 
“Parking Lot Fund” in the memo.  

Thanks for helping pave the way! 

Pastor John and The Session    

Stop by the Café Justo table and receive a FREE reusable K-cup with a 
purchase of one pound of Café Justo. Café Justo, or Just Coffee, is a fair trade 
coffee cooperative located in Mexico. The coffee farmers in Chiapas grow 
coffee organically, and then ship it to Agua Prieta for roasting and 
distribution. Café Justo is a partner of Frontera de Cristo, a Presbyterian 
Border Ministry that we at Immanuel support.  Café Justo is available in one 
pound bags for just $10, every Sunday morning on the patio.  



 

  

Immanuel Deacons Update: 

Immanuel Deacons have been busy this fall.  Donations of $300 were given to 
Interfaith Community, Eastside Neighborhood, and the Benevolence fund 
from proceeds of our Parking Lot Sales.  We are in the process of a wonderful 

fundraiser this December and we will have more information coming, so stay tuned.  With the 
help of our wonderful congregation, 440 lunches were made and distributed to Casa 
Maria.  The Crafters, under the leadership of Lynda Grochowski have been quite crafty.  We 
are preparing for our Youth On Their Own and College Kids donations.  If you don’t know who 
your Deacon is, please call the church for that information. 

Trunk or Treat Night—Thank You for Making it a Great Success! 



 

  



 

  

Happy  
Thanksgiving! 

Q: What kind of music did the 
Pilgrims like to listen to? 
A: Plymouth Rock.  



 

  

 

 
 
Outings to the Movies— Join us for our monthly movie dates, provided there is a good movie 
to see  -  usually in the early afternoon at the discount theater, Century Gateway 12 on Kolb 
south of Speedway.  Look for announcements in the weekly Community Life announcements. 
Call Ann Thornes at (520) 298-8401 for any suggested movies you would like to see. 
 
 
 
Youth Group meets Sundays from 5:00—7:00pm.  For grades 6-12.  Every youth group 
gathering begins with a meal so come hungry!   Contact Elizabeth Brown at  
elizabeth@immanuelpc.org or text her at (520) 331-9608. 
 
 
 
 
Lydia Circle will meet Monday, November 19th in Witherspoon Hall.  Snacks and socializing at 
6:30pm, devotion and lesson starts at 7:00pm.  This is Lesson #2.  Contact Amanda Leachet 
(928) 432-1347 or Kay Schmidt (520) 549-8823 for more information.  
 
 
Agape Circle will meet November 14th at 9:00am at the home of Laurie Snodgrass at 649 N. 
Arizona Estates Loop.  Lucy Greenleaf and Ann Wolnick will co-host Lesson 3.  Please contact 
Laurie (520) 751-8774 if you are able to attend or email normburke@mac.com. New members 
are always welcome. 
 
 
 
Men’s Breakfast meets Mondays at 8:00am in Witherspoon Hall.   Men, fellowship and good 
food!  Led by Pastor John Tittle. 
 
 
Desert Sages — Tuesdays from 10:00am—12:30pm.  Games, Friends and Food! 
We play bridge, Mexican Train, RummiKub, Hand & Foot, Poker and whatever you like to 
play.  We finish the morning with dessert. A great way to meet new people and get a free meal 
at the same time.  Come as you are and check us out. For more information contact Mary Kay 
Bush at (520) 885-0003 or ausmbush3@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

Crafters Group meets Thursdays from 9am—2pm in Witherspoon Hall.  Love doing crafts?  Join 
us for fellowship and creating fun crafts— no experience required! 
 
 
November Coffee Fellowship  For the month of November - if your last name begins with C-D.   
You are invited to help us provide goodies to share for our coffee fellowship following each 
worship service.  Just choose a Sunday during this month and drop off your snacks in the 
Witherspoon kitchen prior to either service.  Some popular snacks are cookies, fruit, veggies 
and dip, cheese, crackers, finger sandwiches, baked breads such as banana bread or zucchini 

Getting Together 

Immanuel is registered on AmazonSmile!  When you shop on Amazon, make 
sure to designate Immanuel on AmazonSmile.  For every qualifying purchase, 
Immanuel will receive 0.5% - that can add up!  Remember, always start your 
shopping at smile.amazon.com  

mailto:elizabeth@immanuelpc.org
mailto:normburke@mac.com
mailto:ausmbush3@gmail.com
smile.amazon.com


 

  

Save those Cans!  We continue to recycle aluminum cans with 
the proceeds going to the handbell choir. You can drop off your 
cans in the choir room on Sundays. We appreciate and thank all 
who are saving their cans for us! 

Many thanks to Anna Brown for keeping our campus so clean!  
There is a message book in Anna’s mailbox in the church office.  
You can leave a cleaning request or just a note of thanks for all 
that she does here at Immanuel. 

 

The Dove Newsletter 
 

If you would prefer to get the Dove mailed to you, 
please contact the church office at (520) 296-2253.  

 

 
 
 

9252 E 22nd Street, Tucson, AZ 85710 
520-296-2253     immanuelpc.org 

 

 

 

 
 

Cliff & Anne Marie Fujii  -  Nov 2 

Dale & Peggy Free  -  Nov16 

Denis & Gloria Nelson  -  Nov 18 

Fred & Kay Schmidt  -  Nov 20 

Sean & Joy Shifflette  -  Nov 20 

Will & Jessi Plunkett  -  Nov 24 

Kay Schmidt  -  Nov 2 

Carolyn McReynolds  - Nov 3 

Paul Tuohy  -  Nov3 

Ken Gayer  -  Nov 4 

Linda Peterson  -  Nov 4 

Jackie Cahill  -  Nov 5 

Tyler Nelson  -  Nov 5 

David Downard  - Nov 8 

Michael Patterson  - Nov 9 

Abbigail New  -  Nov 10 

Earlene Wahlquist  -  Nov 10 

Joe Chirco  -  Nov 11 

Joey Samoy  -  Nov 13 

Jonathan Keating  -  Nov 14 

Alberta Cullins  -  Nov 15 

Laura Fennema  -  Nov 15 

Josh Russell-Nelson  -  Nov 15 

Judy Cain  -  Nov 16 

Richard Siegel  -  Nov 18 

Rosey DeWitt  -  Nov 19 

Nathan Means  -  Nov 19 

Marie Hodges  -  Nov 23 

Jane Toubassi  -  Nov 24 

Winn Brittain  -  Nov 26 

Judy Malis  -  Nov 26 

Louise Poehlman  --  Nov 26 

Decland Cain  -  Nov 27 

Phil Poehlman  -  Nov 29 
 
 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary 
listed, we most likely do not have it on file.  
Please contact the church office so we can 

share in your celebration! 

December Dove Deadline— Wed, November 21 

http://www.immanuelpc.org


 

  

       
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
 
9:00am Crafters 
6:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

2 
 

3 
 
8:00am Boy 
Scouts Merit 
Badge Day 

4 
 
Communion 
8:30am Alternative 
Worship 
9:45am Christian 
Education 
11:00am Traditional 
Worship 

5 
 
 8:00am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 6:30pm Boy Scouts 

6 
 
9:00am Staff Meeting 
10:00am Desert Sages 
6:00pm TOPS 
 

7 
 
6:15pm Jong Sory 
7:30pm AA 
7:30pm Los 
Companeros 

8 
 
9:00am Crafters 
11:00am Writing 
Group 
6:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 

9 10 
 
8:00am Kairos 

11 
 
8:30am Alternative 
Worship 
9:45 am Christian 
Education 
11:00am Traditional 
Worship 

12 
 
8:00am Men’s 
Breakfast 
6:30pm Boy Scouts  

13 
 
 9:00am Staff Meeting 
10:00am Desert Sages 
 6:00pm TOPS 
 7:00pm Session 
 
 

14 
  
9:00am Agape Circle 
5:30pm Girl Scouts  
6:15pm Jong Sory 
7:30pm AA 
7:30pm Los 
Companeros 

15 
 
8:00am Kairos 
9:00am Crafters 
6:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

16 
 
8:00 Kairos 

17 
 
8:00am Casa Maria 
8:00am Kairos 
8:00am Work Day 

18 
 
8:30am Alternative 
Worship 
9:45am Christian 
Education 
11:00am Traditional 
Worship 

19 
 
8:00am Men’s 
Breakfast 
6:30pm Boy Scouts  
6:30pm Lydia Circle 

20 
9:00am Staff Meeting 
10:00am Desert Sages 
6:00pm TOPS 
6:00pm Boy Scouts 
6:00pm Worship Team 
6:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

21 
 
7:30pm AA 

22 
  
Thanksgiving Day 

23 
 
Office Closed 

24 

 

25 

8:30am Alternative 
Worship 
9:45am Christian 
Education 
11:00am Traditional 
Worship 

26 

8:00am Men’s 
Breakfast 
6:30pm Boy Scouts  

27 

9:00am Staff Meeting 
10:00am Desert Sages 
6:00pm TOPS 
7:00pm Ministry Night 

28 

5:30pm Girl Scouts 
6:15pm Jong Sory 
7:30pm AA 
7:30pm Los 
Companeros 

29 
 
9:00am Crafters 
6:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

30  

Discovering and displaying 
Christ in here and out there 
 
 
 
 

9252 E. 22nd Street, Tucson, AZ 85710 
(520) 296-2253           www.immanuelpc.org 


