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The sociologist Benjamin Barber once 

said, ñI donôt divide the world into the 

weak and the strong, or the successes 

and the failures . . . I divide the world 

into the learners and non-learners.ò 

Thereôs a famous story about Tom 

Watson, the CEO of IBM. An 

executive in the company made a 

decision that ended up losing the company about $70 million dollars (in todayôs money). Tom Watson 

summoned in the responsible executive and said, ñDo you know why Iôve called you in here?ò The man 

replied, ñI assume Iôm here so you can fire me.ò Watson looked surprised. ñFire you?ò he inquired. ñOf 

course not. I just spent $70 million educating you.ò That definitely makes my kidsô future college education 

savings seem not so bad! 

Learning is at the heart of being a disciple of Christ. We learn from studying the Scriptures, from drawing 

lessons from our successes and failures, and from hands-on faith activities and service. We believe that as  

life-long learners the Spirit is continually educating us, developing us, equipping us, and empowering us to 

live out and articulate our faith more authentically, so that Christ might be fully formed in us. Diving into the 

Scriptures and life issues together challenges us, stretches us, and exercises our faith muscles. Spiritual 

inquisitiveness and hunger deepen and nourish a vibrant and active faith in God. 

September 12th weôll be kicking off our fall Christian Education program for all ages. Weôre so blessed to 

have Heather Stein on staff who is introducing a number of exciting new learning experiences for us at 

Immanuel. I encourage the whole Immanuel community to register for Christian Educationðyoung people, 

tweenagers, teenagers, keenagers, and everyone in between. Weôll be offering adult classes on Freed-Up 

Financial Living , a Philippians Bible study offered in tandem with the upcoming sermon series on Paulôs 

ñBook of Joy,ò and The Present Word that will study how Godôs character intersects with our living. My 

hope and prayer is that we have more and more of the Immanuel community enrolled as Christôs pupils in the 

school of Christian Education on Sundays and throughout the week with other study groups. Being a learner 

in your Christian faith is worth more than $70 millionðitôs priceless! 

Your Study Buddy, 

Pastor John 
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Rally Day is Sunday, September 12
th

 

Join us for Church School  

9:45 Sunday Mornings  

Ages 3 through 103!  

Parents:  You are encouraged to meet 

your childrenôs teachers and then visit 

Witherspoon Hall to choose from our 

adult class offerings. 

Where to meet for Sunday School  

Children 3 years through 5
th
 grade:  Sanctuary 

Middle School:  Room 7 

High School:  Knox Hall 

Adult ï The Present Word, Prickly Pear Room 

Adult ï Bible Study (beginning with Philippians), 
Joshua Tree Room 

Adult ï Freed-Up Financial Living, Mesquite       
                               Room 

Worship Times  

Beginning  

September 12  

8:30 am 

11:00 am 

Preaching on Rally  

Sunday, September 12 
Nuhad Tomeh, the PC(USA)ôs regional 

liaison to Syria, Lebanon and the Gulf. 

A native of Syria, he nurtures 

relationships between the PC(USA) and 

its partner churches and organizations.  

He is a minister member of Presbytery 

de Cristo. 

For more information, contact 

www.pcusa.org/worldmission. 

At the web page, type in Nuhad Tomeh. 
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Sunday School at is just around the  

Corner ï Rally Day is Sept.  12
th

! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School for kids and youth ages 3 by 8/31/10 through 12
th

 grade need to 
fill out a registration form by September 5

th
.  Registration forms can be found in 

the church office, at the gazebo, or emailed to you by contacting Heather at 

heather@immanuelpc.org   There is even one here in the Dove for you ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept 12
th

  Rally Day  

Sept 19
th

  Jesus and the Children  

Sept 26
th

  Jesus and the Children  

 

Jesus & the Children  
Jesus loved children and so do we at Immanuel!  
Children ages 3 through 5

th
 grade are invited to join us 

in the Sanctuary at 9:45 Sunday mornings as we see 
just what makes children so special in the eyes of God!  
Weôve got art, games, science, stories, music, and 
more all lined up to show you how special you are!  
Come have some fun with us!  Questions?  Contact 
Heather at 296-2253 or heather@immanuelpc.org 

Joyful Noise and the Sonshine Choir  

will now be incorporated into the  

Sunday School program!  

mailto:heather@immanuelpc.org
mailto:heather@immanuelpc.org
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You have skills and talents and we want to help 

you use them for the glory of God!   Our new Sunday 

School program for preschoolers through 5
th
 grade utilizes your 

hobbies, interests, and skills to teach the children of our 

congregation more about the Bible and the love of Jesus.  

Contact Heather to see how your love of art, music, cooking, 

storytelling, games, and drama can bring young hearts to Jesus.  

296-2253 or heather@immanuelpc.org 

Love Kids but donôt want to Teach? 

Our new energetic Sunday School program needs 
people just like you to serve as Shepherds to our flock 
of children.  People who love kids, are great at giving 
hugs, smiles, and high fives are just what we need for 
greeting the children each week and forming 
relationships with them!  Come join our team and 
become a small group leader! 

Kids:  Bring a caring adult and join us for an energetic, interactive 5-week class introducing the Bible.  Youôve 

never seen the Bible presented like this before!  From Genesis to Revelation ï  we will introduce you to a little 

bit of everything.   The first class is Thursday, September 30th in Rooms 9/10 at 6:00 pm.  
Please RSVP with Heather at 296-2253 ext 209 or heather@immanuelpc.org no later than September 18 to 

hold your spot.  Questions?  Call me!   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Milestone Ministries:  partnering with parents and caring adults to nurture and build solid 

faith foundations in our children. 

Milestone Ministries Presents: 

Opening the Bible 
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Fall CE Adult Offerings:  Track One ðSeptember 19 and continuing throughout the year  

Class:  Adult Bible Study  

The message of the New Testament is the message of Jesus.  Walking through Godôs Word is 
always an exciting journey.  Excavating the meanings and messages that lie deep within, and 
harvesting the life-giving manna that lies close to the surface of the Gospels and letters that 
comprise the New Testament, are a part of the Adult Bible Study Class that will be offered 
throughout the year.  Participants will encounter the message of Jesus and consider possible 
responses as the Word is applied to our personal faith journeys. 

Instructor:  Peg Wetzel  

Fall CE Adult Offerings:  Track Two ðSeptember 19 ï December 7  

Class:  Present Word (Presbyterian Curriculum)  

The adult curriculum and study for this quarter focuses on the nature of God as the first person on 
the Trinity. Its lessons and discussions look at Old Testament texts from the Exodus narrative and 
from the poetry of Psalms.  This is an opportunity to explore the Old Testament events, roots and 
legacies that have influenced and shaped Christian beliefs and foundations through the ages, and 
discover the relationship of the history and foundations of faith that have brought us to where and 
how we practice our faith today. 

Instructor:  Marge Biehl 

NOTE:  Use of the Present Word curriculum is currently under study, and alternative materials may 
be considered for the winter and spring quarters. 

 Fall CE Third Adult Track Three ð-September 19 ï October 24, 2010  

Class:  Freed -Up Financial Living  

Financial stresses and stretches are a part of everyday living, and Christian households are not 
exempt from the anxieties associated with all kinds of financial situations.  Managing finances is a 
challenge for nearly every person.  This course is designed to face the reality of your fears and 
finances in light of your faith.  Participants will gain insight into financial living and practical 
application of effective financial principles will be a part of each session. 

 Instructors:   Rich Grau,  Wayne Griffith, Marc Negus, Ron Parker 

                                                                _ 
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Class:  Explorerôs Class ð-October 31 ï November 28, 2010  

Navigating the faith journey can be a challenge for anyone.  You are invited to participate in a 
journey of discovery of what the Presbyterian Church [PC(USA)] and the ministries of Immanuel are 
all about.  A five-week  ñExplorerôs Classò provides a variety of information for individuals considering 
membership with Immanuel and for those who just want to know more about who we are and what 
we do.  The content includes: 

 ÅHistory of the Presbyterian Church 

 ÅBeliefs and traditions, and creeds 

 ÅCurrent postures of the denomination 

 ÅStructure and government of PC(USA) 

 ÅIntroduction to Elders and Deacons of Immanuel 

 ÅInformation related to missions and ministries of Immanuel 

 ÅOpportunities for participation in Immanuel ministry 

 ÅInvitation to affiliate membership with Immanuel 
 ÅQuestions and Answers regarding the denomination and Immanuel ministry 
 
 Instructors:   Larry Biehl - Commissioned Lay Pastor,   Rev. Bob Seel ï Parish Associate 

Class:  Pausing On The Road to Bethlehem ðDecember 5 ï December 26, 2010 

Advent comes upon us quickly, and we get caught up in the whirlwind of activities and preparations 
that lead to Christmas.  This class and study is designed for those who want to slow down and sink 
into the Advent season. It is inspirational and devotional in nature, an experiential Advent-ure 
through the weeks of Advent. These four sessions will utilize music, art, poetry, and a variety of 
interactive activities centered on biblical passages that connect to Advent. 

Each session includes 

  Å  a Bible passage that relates to Advent; 

  Å  time for guided prayer using a unique format each week; 

  Å  thoughtful reflection on music, art, and poetry; 

  Å  guided meditation; 

  Å  suggestions for continuing the Advent-ure during the week. 

This Advent-ure is for those who want to immerse themselves in the season of Advent -- to journey 
through this season at a mindful pace. Participants will walk with Mary and Joseph on the road to 
Bethlehem, taking time to "ponder these things in their heart." 

 Instructors: To be determined 

Class:  Give me Your Tired and Poor ðJanuary 2 ï January 16, 2011  

Immigration policy has leaped from the back pages to the front pages of newspapers in Tucson, in 
Arizona, and across the nation.  The debates are often intensely heated and quickly move to an 
emotional level. Almost everyone agrees, however, that the current immigration system is not 
working and needs to be changed. This study seeks to provide an explanation of what is happening 
currently, including proposals for immigration reform. The theological and ethical views that 
Christians can bring to bear on policy choices, along with Presbyterian perspectives and actions will 
be included in the discussions. Participants will have the opportunity to view the issue from a variety 
of perspectives and determine what influences faith might have on individual choices and actions. 

 Instructors:   Bill Hillman, Joey Samoy, Rev. John Tittle,  (Others) 
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Casa Maria - September 4  

Bring your sack lunches to the church between 
7:45 and 9:30 am on  Saturday, .September 7. The 
person  making the delivery to Casa Maria leaves 
promptly at 9:30. A lunch should 
contain 2  sandwiches of your 
choice, (no mayo or mustard), a 
piece of fruit and a dessert (couple 
of cookies, granola bar, or the 
like).  You may make as many 
lunches as you desire.   

 
Thank you for your support of this  
important mission. 

Special folks to thank for helping in September  

Gazebo will be staffed by Christian Outreach and Fellowship 

   Sunday Fellowship                                
   
   September 5   Mosaic Youth                     
   September 12  The Journey Youth                     
   September 19  The Deacons 
   September 26  The Journey Continues Covenant Group 
 

                  
Power Point Tech 
September 5  Jeff Fennema 
September 12  8:30  Scott Larsen       11:00  Amanda Maass 
September 19   8:30  Scott Larsen       11:00  Jeff Fennema 
September 26   8:30    Ed Vander Woude  11:00   Amanda Maass 

New Desert Sages 

Kick off Luncheon  

On Tuesday, September 
7,  New Desert Sages will 
start the Fall season with 
games from 10:00 - 12:00 
and a luncheon provided 
at 12:00.  There is  
always a table for Hand & Foot, 
Mexican Train, Poker, Bridge and 
anything else you want to bring.  This is 
a fun group and it is a good way to 
meet others.  You don't have to be a 
church member to come.  Bring a 
neighbor or friend.  Call Mary Kay Bush 
at 885-0003 for information or a ride. 

The 6
th
 Annual Ladiesô Christmas Tea is 

going to be held Friday, December 3, at 
6:30 pm.  Please join us as we try to 
slow down during Advent and focus on 
Christ. The Rincon/University High 
School Choraliers will perform.  Please 
join us for an evening full of fun and 
fellowship.  Sign ups are at the gazebo. 

Lay Readers 

September 5     John Swett 
September 12   Dean Downard 
              Jim McArthur 
September 19   Erin Cech 
              Shane Burton 
September 26   Laura Cech 
              Barbara Stroh 

Congregation Meeting  

Sunday, September 12,  

following the 8:30 worship service.  

The purpose of the meeting is to approve the 

Nominating Committeeôs recommendation to 

elect Jessie Hampton as an Elder complete 

Remi Gentryôs term. 
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Become a Blood Donor 

 

 

 

 

Our Next Blood Drive ï Saturday, September 25   

Come join us this month by signing up to donate your blood!  Why should you become a donor?  
Some of us give blood because we are asked by a friend or because we know a family member or a 
friend might need blood someday.  Some of us give blood because it is the right thing to do.  Giving 
blood truly is giving the gift of life . The need for blood is constant.  Every unit of whole blood can 
save 3 lives!  In Arizona alone, 300 units of blood are needed every day to meet the needs of 
hospitals in the state. Itôs easy and free for all of us to give, and it is priceless  to those who need it 
during an emergency.     

 Sadly, of the 38% of the U.S. population that is eligible to give; only a small percentage actually 
gives blood. 

If you have given, you know how good it makes you feel to know that youôve made a difference to 
help change a life.  If you havenôt given before, we hope youôll step up and make a difference!  Ask 
one of the many faithful Immanuel donors how good it made them feel!  You never know whose life 
you may be saving. 

Most of us are qualified and capable of donating.  You have to be at least 16 years old (16 and 17 
year olds need parental consent) to give, you have to weigh at least 110 pounds, and you must be in 
good health.  As long as you havenôt donated blood after July 30, youôre eligible.  Thatôs it!  Itôs easy, 
safe, and painless. After donating, we provide snacks and refreshments along with good fellowship.  

As an added incentive, you will be entered for a drawing by the ARC to win a $100. VISA CARD.  

It takes only about ten minutes to give a pint of blood.  The whole process will take about an hour.  
Make sure youôve eaten a good meal before donating and increase your intake of water the day 
before and the day of the drive.  Also, be sure to bring a photo ID with you.  

Some of you have been told in the past that you canôt give.  But times change, and so do the rules.  
Even if youôve been denied in the past, please call 1-800-RED-CROSS and ask again or visit 
Redcrossblood.org  for more information.   They can also answer any questions or concerns you 
might have about donating blood,   

Reserve your time slot early!  The reservation times are every 15 minutes from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  
You can sign up after church at the gazebo, or call the church office, Marc Negus (546-6278) or Kay 
Schmidt (546-8011) to reserve a donation time. Childcare will be provided. 

Remember, every single donation, every pint, YOUR pint is important!  Sign up today. 

Sponsored by Christian Outreach and Fellowship Committee. Come join our growing list of donors 
and give the gift of life. 
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The Endowment Fund permits members and friends to provide honorariums, memorials, bequests, 
and cash gifts to a perpetual fund which ñkeeps on giving.ò  That is, the gifts themselves are 
conservatively invested and continue to earn income on into the future.  (Only the income can be 
distributed).  Income from Immanuelôs Endowment program is used to support unbudgeted Mission 
and Outreach opportunities as well as support Senior Youth mission and leadership training 
programs. 

Total gifts are rapidly approaching the $250,000 level.  Actually, to reach that 
goal about $10,000 is needed.  If you would like to help by providing a gift or 
honorarium or memorial just mark your check ñEndowment Fund.ò  It is a 
great way to enhance your churchôs work for Christ in the world.  (Incidentally, 
almost $50,000 has been made available for appropriate uses over the past 
11 years!). 

Supporting Immanuelôs Endowment Fund is a win-win situation.  You feel 
good  about the gift and Immanuel does good  with it!  If you would like more 
information please contact one of the pastors or a member of the Endowment Committee. 

 

Office Deadline Reminders  

Dove: The Dove article deadline is the 15
th

 of every  

the month .  

Bulletin Announcements & Inserts :  Tuesday 

afternoon 

Committees : Please get all information to the office 

as soon as possible after committee meetings.  

Calendar Dates : Check with the office and the 

master calendar for dates before and after your 

committee or group meeting. 

You Can Make a Difference in the Life of a Child! 

 
Do you snore louder than a grizzly bear?   Make runny scrambled eggs?  Donôt know a 

Phillip's head from a flat head?  Canôt tell an iPod from a peapod?  Donôt worry, itôs not 

required!  There is no entrance exam or skills test, we just require a love of Jesus and a 

heart for children.  Our Sunday School children are looking for adults who can befriend them 

by reading or acting out stories for them, singing songs and talking with them.  Weôre 

looking for people with big hearts and warm smiles willing to make Sunday morning church 

a welcome place for children ages 3 through 12
th
 grade by becoming a Small Group Leader 

in Sunday School.  How can you help pass on your faith? 
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                        MINISTRY TO OUR NEIGHBORS  

 Several years ago Eastside Neighbors saw the need to provide services, 
enabling our Senior Citizens ñto remain in their homes, independently, safely, 
and with dignityé for just a little longer,ò says Ray Freeman, Program 
Director. 

 Judging by the number of clients on the eastside who cannot drive to 
necessary appointments, grocery shopping, and to run errands, and have no 

family available to rely upon, Eastside Neighbors Volunteer Program is making a big difference in 
the lives of clients as well as volunteers.  Many also enjoy a friendly visitor or phone call.  Light 
housekeeping, repairs, yard work, and walking dogs is also offered. 

 As volunteer number increase ENVP is able to expand its services to include the southeast 
growing neighborhoods.  Every contact is a new and special experience.  The volunteers who have 
been available for a family member, finding themselves in this position, know how important our 
generous giving of time and finances is. 

 Immanuel is already volunteering for ENVP, including winter residents, but our summertime 
comings and goings call for more of us to pitch in.  You can inquire or volunteer by calling the ENVP 
office at 245-4729. 

Choirs Start Up Soon!   

Choir rehearsals start soon, so mark your calen-

dars now.  All groups welcome new members! 

Just give Dr. Bill a call at 229-1327 or email him 

at wwschurr@cox.net if you have questions or 

would like more  information.   

 

 

 

 

 

HANDBELL GROUPS 

(Dr. Schurr directs all 

groups) 

 

 

 

Immanuel Ringers (Handbell Choir)  

Older children and youth  

Must be able to read music 

Wednesdays  4:30 ð 5:15 pm 

In the Sanctuary 

Starts October 13 

 

Jong Sory Handbell Choir 

Intermediate level, adults and older youth 

Wednesdays  6:15 ð 7:15 pm  

In the Sanctuary 

Starts September 22 

 

Los Campaneros Handbell Choir 

Advanced level, adults and older youth 

Wednesdays  7:30 ð 8:45 pm 

In the Sanctuary 

Starts September 15 

 Sanctuary Choir 

Billy Schurr, director 

  Adults who like to sing 

Thursdays  7:00 ð 8:45 pm 

In the Sanctuary 

Starts September 9 

(Sing in worship Sept 12) 


