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As summer is approaching, Iôve been looking back on the last 

school yearðwith a great deal of joy. In fact, Iôve got a smile on my 
face as I type this article. Sarah and I are so grateful and amazingly 
blessed by Immanuelôs generosity and thoughtfulness at the beautiful 
baby shower you threw for us. Wow! Advent and Lent have been very 
meaningful and spiritual times. Being good Presbyterians, we actually 
were able to put some order into Holy Chaos April 18thðmaking it 
more ñHoly Chaordicò thanks to the leadership of our wonderful 
mission committee and your adventurous spirit. It was inspiring to see 
your passion and mission in action on campus and in the 
communityðwhether preparing 60 meals for military families, 
designing cards, shaping clay beads for Benôs Bells, putting up door hangers and conversing 
with neighborhood friends about foster care, preparing lunches at Casa Maria, or doing 
landscaping at New Beginnings. Rumor has it some of you even played hooky from church 
because you got so into your mission activities and didnôt want to stop! This is the one time 
your pastor would say, ñgood choice!ò  
Summer has its own busyness and rhythm, but it is a different one. I have an invitation to offer 

all of you (myself included). Let us have a time of holy rest and prayerfulness this summer. 

There will be great worship and activities, but things will slow down a bitðand I think thatôs a 

great thing for all of us. Letôs catch our breath, treasure relationships, and enjoy the stillness of 

Godôs presence. 

As we gear up for Pentecost Sunday May 23
rd
, letôs allow Godôs Breath (the Holy Spirit) to 

resound through our bodies and souls. I came across a great story in Rabbi Kushnerôs book 

Jewish Spirituality that a Polish rabbi used to share. He said that each of us can be likened to a 

shofar. A shofar is a ramôs horn that can be used as an instrument. It only sounds when breath 

is blown through it. Like the shofar, we can pray only because Godôs breath moves through us. 

Shofar, shogood Immanuel! (sorry for that painful pun). 
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God is everywhere. Godôs prayers are also everywhere. Theyôre looking for mouths and hands to 

give them melody and movement. Without us, Godôs prayers would flow unnoticed throughout the 

universe. By the grace of God, as Godôs chosen instruments, Godôs Spirit plays through us, 

transforming prayers into music and words through us for the blessing of others. 

This Pentecost Sunday and beyond, let us search for Godôs prayers. Sometimes they are in our 

hearts or in our silence and stillness. Other times Godôs prayers are in the Psalms where we pray 

back to God his words. Godôs prayers can be in a prayer book or whispered by the wind or in a cry 

for help. No matter where we find them, the words of prayer are present. They just need someone to 

voice them. And in that voicing, we come close to God. We not only pray to God, God prays through 

us.  

This Pentecost, may our lives and our church be a prayer to God and a prayer for the world. 

With Christôs love, 

Pastor John 

  

May 23, 2009 

Summer Worship Schedule  

Church School ð8:30 am 

Worship at 10:00 am  

WEAR RED 

 Enjoy the Dixieland Band  

Christian Education Director neede d 

With Laura Cechôs resignation, Immanuel needs to find a new Christian Education Director to 
continue the great work that is being done in our CE program. If you are interested or know 
someone who might be interested in this part time position, please go to the church web site 
(www.immanuelpc.org) and download the complete job description. There is also an application 
that can be downloaded and completed. We are looking for candidates with experience in 
organizing and leading CE programs. Immanuel Presbyterian Church (USA) is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
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Thank you for filling grocery bags on Palm 

Sunday. Rich Grauôs truck was loaded with food 

for the Community Food Bank. 

 You filled a 5-gallon water bottle with coins 
during Lent. Susan Hampton  and Linda Griffith 
removed the coins, took them to the bank to be 
counted.  The amount in the bottle was 
$1,203.21. The total amount collected during 
Lent was about $1.250.00. The funds were used 
for the ñHoly Chaosò projects on April 18.  

To my church family, 

    My greatest thanks go out to all of 
Immanuel for everything you have done for 
me and my family. Allowing me the honor of 
speaking to you from the pulpit was more 
than gracious. Yet you continued your 
kindness with a reception that treated me to 
cake and flowers! What more could a girl ask 
for? 

     Again, thank you. Your support of my 
efforts in the Christian Education program 
over the past three years gave me the 
strength and confidence to do the job. But 
most of all, your outreach, compassion and 
prayers have guided me through these tough 
past months. And now because of your 
prayers, God has opened a new path for me 
to follow. But only a career path. 

    As I begin a new job at the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association, my path with 
Immanuel has simply shifted. God made sure 
that through job changes, a church change 
would not be necessary. My family feels so at 
home at Immanuel and look forward to 
continuing our faith journey with you. 

    Thank you, again, for your overflowing cup 
of love to my family. It has been felt and has 
made an enormous difference in our lives. 

God Bless you all! 

Love, 

Laura Cech and family 
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HOLY CHAOS!  What a success!  

 

The energy and enthusiasm of Immanuel Presbyterian Church members 
really demonstrated our FAITH 
IN ACTION.  Our effort as a 
congregation on April 18

th
 

translated to an amazing 
amount of work in a very short 
period of time.  We made and  
delivered letters and cards of 
support, and more than 60 
meals for families of deployed 
service members; created 

beads for Ben's Bells that will be used to complete 
numerous bells to recognize kindness; built a fence, 
trimmed trees and bushes, whacked and pulled of weeds, and filled 2 dumpsters to improve the 
grounds at New Beginnings; made sandwiches, and sorted, bagged and handed out food at Casa 
Maria; wrote letters of support for Bread for the World and sent them to our U.S. Senators and 
Representatives; hung hundreds of door flyers in our neighborhood to promote homes for foster 

children; and offered many prayers for all the needs these 
Mission projects represent.  Who could have imagined how 
much we would actually accomplish in a couple of hours? 

It took many hands to make our first Holy Chaos! a little less 
chaotic.  The Mission committee would like to thank John for 
his leadership and vision to try something new, and the entire 
congregation for your participation, hard work and being open 
to a new experience.  We would like to extend special thanks 
to some members who stepped forward to lead and prepare for 
the projects so that we were able to accomplish so much and 
not have total chaos.  Special thanks to: Sharon Beck, Marge 
Biehl, Andrea Birch, Ann Brittain, Maggie Clifton, Rachael 
Eggebeen, Lucille Greenleaf, Lucille Irskens, Scott Larsen, 

Maureen Means, Janice Nebesny, Elizabeth Owen, Marie Roberts, Rocky and Claribel Rockhill, 
Christina Schmelz, Josie Stukes, Kirk Wallendorf, Cassie Williams, 
Kathy Wingstrom and Craig Zimmerman.  We would also like to thank 
Lois for all her extra work and the Christian Outreach and Fellowship 
committee for the great potluck lunch.   

The Mission committee is looking forward to not only making this an 
annual event, but also the ways in 
which we will continue the work we 
started. If all of us working together 
could accomplish so much in so little 
time, imagine what we can do over 
an entire year.   

 


