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An American attorney was sent to study the law systems of four 

countries: Great Britain, Germany, Russia, and Italy. 

He reported that in Great Britain everything was permitted that was 

not prohibited. 

In Germany everything was prohibited that was not permitted. 

In Russia everything was prohibited, even those things that were 

permitted. 

And in Italy everything was permitted, ESPECIALLY everything that 

was prohibited ! 

One of the great challenges of living skillfully is balancing law and 

grace. What can I enjoy? What do I need to refrain from? The forty days of Lent are a time of humility, self-

examination, and the practice of spiritual disciplines. Itôs easy in our lives to go to the one extreme of legalism or 

the other of cheap grace. Dietrich Bonhoeffer talks about this in his classic book The Cost of Discipleship: 

ñCheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, 

communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without 

discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate. Costly grace. . . calls us to 

follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life. . . and it 

cost God the life of his Son.ò 

But whenever we emphasize spiritual disciplines, there is always the temptation to turn costly grace into legalism. 

This season of Lent we have to see the spiritual practices (fasting, simplicity, contemplation, service, tears, play, 

self-examination, etc) as tools that can be used well . . . or be misused. The spiritual disciplines are not the end, 

but the means the Spirit uses to form Christ in us and empower us to be more loving in our relationships. 

John Calvin was in tune with this. He taught about a double grace: first, the grace of justification . Through the 

free gift of faith in Christ weôre forgiven and declared upright in Godôs sight. Second, weôve received the grace 

of sanctification. This means weôre made righteous progressively over time. We can cooperate with the Spirit to 

make the living Christ more fully revealed in our living and relating. Calvin wrote that life is a tug of war 

between justification and sanctification, the gift of salvation and the task of salvation. This is the dual 

recognition of our limits (we canôt do it on our own) and our new possibilities (through the Spirit). 

This Lent, letôs keep that internal tug of war going, remembering that we canôt earn Godôs favor through spiritual 

brownie points or gold starsðitôs all a gift. Yet simultaneously, God has made us response-able to cooperate with 

the Spiritôs work of forming Christ in us more and more and using us as instruments of peace where there is need. 

God uses the spiritual disciplines to help accomplish this. May you experience Godôs smile this Lent as we go 

about the tough, yet joyful practice of costly, yet free grace. 

Grace and Peace, 

John 
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Children at the Lordôs Table class 

Saturday, March 

6th -- 9am-Noon 

Your child(ren) will learn 

what it means to take 

communion and why we, as 

Christians, observe this 

sacrament. This is a casual and interactive class that 

will open their hearts and minds to a new knowledge 

of Godôs love for us. What an awesome time to learn 

about communion as we travel through Lent toward 

the Last Supper, Crucifixion, and Resurrection! 

Designed for the whole family, we encourage parents 

to participate, as this class prepares your child(ren) 

for communion. Please sign up at the Gazebo or let 

the office know if you will be attending. For more 

information, please contact the church office at 296-

2253. 

 

Events in March  

 

 

Wednesday, March 3   7:00pm Ancient Prayer Exercises-Sanctuary 

Friday, March 19        5:30pm     Play Night at Immanuel-Gather in Witherspoon Hall for    
                              fellowship, games, pizza, crafts, and origami! 

Sunday, March 21 8:30 & 11am Special Choir Program:  ñPsalms!ò with 3 trumpets, 

timpani, & percussion 

Saturday, March 27 10:00am Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday, March 28      8:30 & 11am  Palm Sunday Worship Service                     
                              Children are invited to carry palm branches during Worship. 
                              Please meet in Room 4, 15 minutes prior to service. 

Easter Egg Coloring and Hunt 

Saturday, March 27 

10:00-11:30 am 

Come listen to a story, color eggs,  

do a craft, and hunt for candy filled eggs!  

(Bring 1 dozen hard-boiled eggs to color.) 

Children, families, and all those young 

 at heart are invited! 

 

Donations needed: 
Paas Egg Dye 

Egg Dippers 

Vinegar 

Plastic Easter Eggs 

Individually Wrapped Easter Candy 
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Holy Week Worship Services and Events 

March 28 Palm Sunday 

 8:30 & 11:00amñWorship  È  9:45amñChristian Education classes 

 Bring canned & packaged goods for the Tucson Community Food Bank 

 (you'll receive a list and a grocery bag at worship on March 21). 

March 29 through April 2 (Monday through Friday  

 11:00am to 1:00pmñPrayer Room Open (Joshua Tree Room [13]) 

April 1 Maundy Thursday 

 7:30pm WorshipñThe Lordõs Supper & Hand WashingñA beautiful service             

        by candlelight 

April 2  Good Friday 

 12:15pmñDaytime worship service (30 minutes)   

  7:30pmñEvening worship & drama 

April 2 -4 Thirty -Four Hours of Prayer 

Sign up on the patio beginning March 14 for our Easter Prayer Vigil which will begin at 

8:30pm April 2
nd

 (after the Good Friday worship service) and continue until Easter Sunrise 

Service, Sunday at 6:30am. 

April 3  Uprising! (The Great Vigil of Easter) 

 8:00pm to 10:00pmñOutdoors at the Labyrinth.  Follow the luminaria from our parking 

lot.  This service is based on the Great Vigil of Easter in the Book of Common Prayer, and is 

a time of singing, prayer, reading scripture, taking Holy Communion, and telling stories.  

Join us around the fire for a uniquely spiritual experience. 

April 4  Easter Sunday 

  6:30amñSunrise Service  (Remember to wear a sweater or jacket or bring a blanket:      

    it's chilly out there!)  

  7:30amñContinental breakfast in Witherspoon Hall  

   8:30amñEaster Worship   

  9:45amñChristian Education classes  

 1 1:00amñEaster Worship 

 Please bring your òOne Great Hour of Sharingó Offering.  

Please continue to bring your coins for our òChange 4 Childrenó mission project that will take place 

Sunday morning, April 18.  We will be doing some outdoor repairs for New Beginnings for Women 

and Children.  

 

All meetings, except for the choirs, have been postponed, cancelled or moved to another location 

during the Holy Week!  
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