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One of the many great things that make Immanuel unique is that we have quite a broad spectrum of 

perspectives. Yet at the same time, this commitment can really stretch us when controversial topics come to 

the forefront in our country or denomination. We have to put our brains and hearts together to be united 

when a friend worshiping in the pew next to us has a very different view from our own. Because of our 

commitment to giving room for a variety of perspectives we have to creatively figure out how to be in 

community together when we all donôt think the same way. 

So, how do we do it? I have it all figured out. Just follow my 11 Suggestions. OK, so maybe thatôs a stretch, 

but I think theyôre pretty helpful for all of us. 

Be Christ-centered. Christ is what we all have in common. Our understandings of what it means to hash 

out our faith in Christ in the real world may be different, but we follow the same Jesus and share 

Christôs table together. Jesus is bigger than and transcends our differences. And if God forgives and 

loves all of us in our differences, weôre called to extend Godôs grace in our relationships with one 

another.  

Follow the Royal Law. James 2:8 says, ñIf you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, óLove your 

neighbor as yourself,ô you are doing right.ò  

Cultivate the discipline and art of descriptive thinking. This is the commitment to learn and understand 

(not necessarily agree with) a multitude of perspectivesðinstead of creating a straw man and 

shooting down views that are different than oneôs own. Research different perspectives, watch 

multiple news channels. Seek to describe ñthe other viewò in a way that the other side would say, 

ñYeah, thatôs how I think about the issue.ò Then, you are free to choose the perspective you have with 

the light you have. 

Be humble. Realize that you could be wrong or that God likes some things that you donôt. Accept that 

other good people might be led to a different perspective than your own. Donôt club people with your 

argumentsðtake some time to listen too! 

Pray. Ask God to guide you into the truth, and to lead you away from falsehood. Realize that in the 

words of C.S. Lewis, the purpose of prayer isnôt so much to change God, but for God to change us. 
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Be bathed in Scripture. Plumb the depths of Scripture for guidance in your living and decision-making. 

Often times when we go to Godôs Word, we find amazing and surprising direction and wisdom that we 

never would have gotten on just our own thinking. 

Christ is the Lord of the conscience. This is one of the key Reformed beliefs. You are free . . . to follow 

what you sense Christ is calling you to do through Scripture reading, prayer, life-experience, and 

community discernment. Even doing these things, peopleôs consciences will lead them down different 

roads. Christ is our Lord and Master, all other claims are lesserðincluding our political party, 

denomination, or even as John Calvin noted nearly 500 years ago, the government. We all will 

ultimately answer to Christ.  

We have relational unity, rather than ideological unity. We are all in relation with Christðwe all 

experience his forgiveness and love. We are bonded together as the body of Christ and reconciled with 

one another through Christ. But weôll never have all the same perspectives or views. Unity Í 

uniformity. 

Have a ñmeat from the bonesò mentality. Itôs OK not to agree with everything in our denomination or at 

Immanuel, while still being a vital part of our community of faith. You are free to say, ñyou know, I 

donôt like __________ in our denomination or at Immanuel, but some people do. I donôt agree, but I 

can live with it.ò Or, ñI really like what the pastor said about ________, but he was off his rocker when 

he said __________.ò Enjoy and focus on the meat, and push aside the bonesðand forget ódem bones. 

And please donôt throw any rotten tomatoes at your pastors! 

Cultivate relationships and conversation. A seasoned pastor once had a special event at the church he 

served at. The nation (and church) was in a hot debate about whether or not to go into war. Two 

speakers were brought in to the event. In one room, a Quaker spoke about pacifism. At the same time, 

another Christian speaker spoke about how this war qualified as a just war. The only requirement for 

the event:  go and hear the speaker that represented the opposite view of your own. That exercise 

brought the church together in a meaningful way. At Immanuel, we want to create a safe place to ask 

questions, dialogue, and hear different vantage points. Another enriching practice is to cultivate some 

friendships with folks who think differently from you. 

Join in a common mission outside of ourselves that unites us. When we get too focused on internal 

debates, we become ingrown. But discovering a common mission that we all can be a part of unites us 

together in service of others and the world ñout there.ò 

Iôm realizing more and more that the ñhowò is just as important as the ñwhat.ò And that there are some things 

weôll never agree on. And Iôm OK with that. All else pales in comparison to the love of Christ weôve 

received  . . . and offer to others. 

In Christôs Love, 

Pastor John 

 

  



 

3 

PW SYNOD OF THE SOUTHWEST  

TRIENNIAL GATHERING  

 

Presbyterian Women in the Synod 

of the Southwest are holding their 

triennial gathering October 8 ï 10, 

2010, at the Redemptorist Renewal 

Center here in Tucson.  This event 

is held in Presbytery de Cristo just once every 12 

years.  For complete information and registration 

materials, please check the packet at the gazebo on 

Sunday mornings.  You will also find a way to save 

$75 on full registration. 

This gathering is for all women.  Please plan to join 

us for fellowship, study and worship in October.  For 

more information contact Peggy Free:  520 975-3905 

or freeneazy@cox.net 

Thank you  to everyone who participated in the 
Presbyterian Womenôs Bake Sale on March 21.  
Your donations netted $722.28 toward the 
Womenôs Triennium fund. 

 

IMMANUEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

LIBRARY  

The Immanuel PC Library is 

in the process of renewal.  

Mary Chartos and Peggy 

Free have been working to 

weed duplicates and catalog 

donated books.  We are 

hoping for a  

Grand Re-opening 
some time in the fall. In the meantime, the library is 

open for your use.  Please bear with us while we 

work to get things cleaned up.  If you happen to have 

books belonging to the library that you've had for a 

while, now would be a good time to return them.  We 

have a stack of cards for checked out books, some 

dating back several years.  When the donated books 

have been processed, a new catalog list will be 

printed.  Thanks for your patience. 

 

Montlure 2010 Campers 
 June 5-12 

Senior High 1 Savanna Jones 

 

June 12 ï18 

Junior High 1  Andrew Downard  

           Jordyn Sanchez  

          Chloe Jones 

          Annabelle Stokes 

   

June 18-23 

Juniors 1   Annalyse Fennema  

        Emily Downard  

        Lindsey Weaver  

        Michael Fennema  

 

June 26-July 3 

Senior High 2  Kirk Aurand  

 

July 3-9 

Junior High 2  Alyssa Eazer  

           Erin Cech  

          Maya Baines  

          John Maina  

July 9-14 

Juniors 2  Benjamin Weaver  

       Connor Cech  

       Jarod Rappaport 

       Michael Robetor  

       Michael Tuohy  

 

July 17-24 

Senior High 3  Hannah Birch  

          Jamie Rappaport  

          Ian Joscelyn-Nivette 

July 24-30 

Junior High 3  Kevin Thompson  

          Nora Thompson  

 

Lydia Circle will gather for a movie night on Tuesday, June 29 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Laura Seel, 

Lindsey and Ben Weaver. A kids' movie will also be shown, so plan to bring your kids. Hot dogs and 

popcorn provided. Contact Laura at 975-1622 or laura@standrewspres.com to RSVP and for directions. 

mailto:freeneazy@cox.net
mailto:laura@standrewspres.com
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Attending and working hard to clean up Montlure were:  Dan Thompson, Diane Thompson, Kevin 
Thompson, Nora Thompson, Matt Simper, Jordan Sanchez, Scott Larsen, Alyssa Eazer, Andrew 
Downard, Erin Cech, John Maina (new member Sarah Maina's son), Jessie Hampton, Jessica 
Brittain and Ann Brittain. 

Middle School Mission Trip  

To Montlure Camp 

Hard Work  


