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 A legendary rabbi passed away and a person asked one of the rabbiôs 

disciples this question: What was the most important thing to your 

teacher?  

ñThatôs easy,ò replied the disciple. ñThe thing most important to my 

teacher was whatever he happened to be doing at that moment. His 

every movement was a form of prayer. Therefore he was present, heart 

and soul, in his every action. I have never known anyone who was so 

fully present, before God and people alike, in everything he did.ò 

Weôre not only in a new year, but a new decade. This is a wonderful 

time for us to reflect on whatôs most important in our lives. Let me 

share with you the twelve most important things on my prayer resolution list for 2010 and beyond: 

12.) Prayer: I want to look more to God (rather than the latest studies or my grand designs) for wisdom, 

energy, creativity, and change--in me. 

11.) Discipleship: I want to experientially learn more good & new things & unlearn more detrimental things 

to my life and relationships. 

10.) Radical Trust: Too often I fall into the trap of putting my faith in everything but God--myself, money, 

government, the economy, or ñgood luck.ò I want to live more into the liberating reality that God is my 

provider and upholder.  

9.) Mission: My desire is that the things I do and Immanuel does lines up with what God is doing. May we 

exuberantly join in more and more with what God is doing ñout there.ò  

8.) Peace: I want to participate in a deeper reconciliation and healing with myself, my relationships, the 

church (both local and universal), society, and the world through the Prince of Peace. 

7.) Simplicity : I hope to revel in, treasure, and thank God for the simple thingsðwhat I have (rather than 

what I want to have): a childôs artwork, a greeting or good-bye, seeing Mt. Lemmon or sunsets while driving, 

a walk outside, a ñchanceò conversation, or a drink of water. 

6.) Hope: In the midst of my contentment, I want to always be bristling with holy restlessness. Firmly 

believing that with God the impossible is always possible and resolving that there are many things that are 

that shouldnôt be.  

5.) Relational Integrity: It feels like weôve lost all our heroes and role models. While we realize as fallen 

human beings none of us are untouched by sin, we must press on and allow Christôs character to rub off on 

us more and more in our families, friendships, and work. 

                                                       Continued on page 2 
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4.) Grace: I want to extend the grace that Iôve received from God to those around me more and more. To be 

gracious and generous in my dealings with others by giving people the benefit of the doubt. 

3.) Joy: I want to laugh 385 times more a day. Children on average laugh 400 times a day, while adults laugh 

15 times a day. 

2.) Love: I want to be increasingly known as a dad, husband, pastor, friend, and good Samaritan who loved 

much. 

1.) Christ: May my life and Immanuel Presbyterian be the paintbrush in the hand of Christ as he continues to 

create more masterpieces on the canvas of Tucson and the world. 

I have a challenge for all of youðtwo questions to ponder looking back on the aughties decade and looking 

ahead to the teens: What has been most important to you? What would you like to be most important to you? 

Maybe a better question for us to respond and realign ourselves with is: What is most important to God? Letôs 

pray, share, and live out our decade prayer resolutions with one another and the world in the joy of the Lord 

and the strength of Christ. 

Happy New Decade, 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for the wonderful response to the gifts given during the Advent      

season..   

The first Sunday in Advent we highlighted the Alternative Gift Market.      

 The total response from you was $2,142.00. 

The second Sunday in Advent you gave very generously to Youth On Their Own.  A truck load of gifts, cloth-

ing were taken to them along with over $250.00 in gift cards.  Immanuel was able to make Christmas enjoy-

able to the youth. 

The third Sunday in Advent you brought in 128 bags of food plus monetary donations to the local Community 

Food bank.  The shelves were filled to overflowing with the food Immanuel donated.   

The fourth week of Advent we donated our gifts to the Christmas Joy offering.  Your gifts provided $2,784.07. 
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Clerk of Session: Phyllis Dean 

Mission Committee:  

  Liz Wallendorf and Sue Schmelz 

Worship Committee: Steve Hanson 

Personnel Committee: Marc Negus 

Finance Committee: Ron Parker and Marc Negus 

Stewardship Committee: Carol Schurr 

Technology and Communications Committee:  

  Phil Downard and Carol Schurr 

Outreach and Fellowship Committee:  

  Curt Christy, Katie Maass, Capri McCue 

Buildings and Grounds Committee:  

    Paul Tuohy and Craig Zimmerman 

Christian Education Committee:  

  Joy Hager and Remi Gentry 

 

 

 

          2010 Session Members 
   2010 Board of Deacons 

George Anderson 

Belinda Badger 

Bob and Betty Besser 

Marge Biehl 

Lucy Greenleaf 

Linda Griffith 

Eleanor Grubbs 

Jim and Shiela McArthur 

Virginia McClain 

Jean Nelson 

Tom Olson 

Carol Parham 

Kathy Parker 

Marie Roberts 

Kay Schmidt 

Katie Smith 

Norm Snodgrass 

Chloe Wetzel 

 

Wanted:  Committee members: 

  Qualifications include: 

    A love for Immanuel  

    An interest in the work of a committee 

    Enjoy volunteering  

    Want to help with one thing a committee does 

    Desire to be involved at Immanuel 

 

No experience is necessary, on the job training will take place. 

Membership at Immanuel in not a requirement. 

Apply to Pastor John, Larry, the committee chair, the office or notate interest on the Connection Cards. 

 

No one will be turned away!! 
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Lisa Cole                  

3540 S Giovanna Drive         

Tucson, AZ 85730            

885-7724                 

                        

Claudia Hodges and Will Wright 

8926 E Worley Place 

Tucson, AZ 85730 

730-0395 

Pianobellscjl@hotmail.com 

 

Linda (Mike) Martin 

4657 S Harrison Rd. #287       

Tucson, AZ 85730            

721-9450                    

 

Laurel Johnson              

8639 E WM Seward 

Tucson, AZ 85710 

751-4493 

DP53475@cox.net 

 

Rachael Eggebeen and Ed Vander Woude 

2525 N Alvernon #E2 

Tucson, AZ 85712 

777-5804 

edsrachael@gmail.com 

Mission on the Bayou 

This last year, Josie Stukes and Gary Wolfe went to Louisiana to help with the 

reconstruction there, following the devastating storms.  While there, they were 

assisted by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the agency of our church that 

funnels help to all the world.  In the recent PDA report, we read of the work being 

done by local Presbyterians. 

Following Hurricane Katrina. the members of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Blue Bayou, a French speaking congregation founded in 1910 near Houma, LA, have become greatly 

concerned about life on the bayou.  They have hosted visiting PDA teams and served them ñCajun-tested 

helpings of red beans and rice, gumbo and jambalaya, with pecan pralines for dessert.ò  They have also 

created teams of  their own people to rebuild and replace barriers along the bayou where water has been 

flooding in, barriers that help flood control.  Even so, there are former fields that are now under water. ñWe 

knew after Katrina that the repair of our homes would not be enough,ò says the Rev. Kristin Peterson, pastor.  

Bayou Blue Presbyterian has been working on a pilot project building barriers made of four-foot baskets, 

linked into 100 ft. rows, that are planted with trees and vegetables ideally situated for vertical gardening, and 

to serve as surge protection.  To curb soil erosion for the homes, the baskets are submerged and filled with 

live oyster clusters, which strengthen the barrier. 

Immanuel Walkers 

Itôs been just a year 

since we started our 

walking group and in 

the last 12 months, 19 

participants have 

walked a combined total of 2,571 miles on 

7 imaginary trips.  We have walked to the 

state capitol (260 miles), Organ Pipe Cactus 

National Monument (316), Picacho Peak 

and Boyce Thompson Arboretum (260), 

Lake Havasu City (322), Montlure Camp at 

Greer (520), the South Rim of the Grand 

Canyon (740), and most recently, Nogales

(153).  We invite you to join us by keeping 

track of your weekly mileage and then re-

cording your totals on Sunday at the        

gazebo.  If  you donôt want to walk alone, 

give Ann Thornes (298-8401) or  Fran 

Wainwright (298-1581) a call.  Walkingða 

great way to keep in shape!  Come join us.  

Our first trip this year is to one of the most 

picturesque spots in southern Arizona, 

Chiricahua National Monument, a total of 

240 miles. 
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Babysitterôs Training Class 

Become the most popular babysitter on the block 

with the American Red Cross Babysitting Certificate.     

For ages 11-15-both girls and boys 

Training at Immanuel Presbyterian Church 

  8:00 amð4:00 pm 

 Saturdays in 2010: 

  January 16 

  March 13 

  May 8 

  July 10 

  September 11 

  November 13 

 

Cost: $40.00 per person, scholarships are available. 

Contact the American Red Cross at 

www.redcrossarizona.org to register.  

 

For more information contact Kay Schmidt at: 

   860-983-9183 (cell) 

   546-8011 (home) 

   HKJuddhd@aol.com 

 

 

Blood Drive 

January 30, 2010 

8:00ðnoon 

 

If you did not sign up at fall blood drive, you may 

sign up after church at the gazebo on 

Sundays, January17 and 24. 

You may also contact Kay Schmidt at 546-8011 or 

Marc Negus at 546-6278 to reserve a donation time. 

Usher Training Meeting 
       Sunday, January 10, 2010 

         4:30 pm in the sanctuary 

 

All of our present ushers and those interested  

in becoming an usher are encourage to attend. 

Giving blood truly is giving the gift of life.  Every unit of 

whole blood can save 3 lives!  Itôs easy and free for all of 

us to give, and it is priceless to those who need it during 

an emergency.  If you have given, you know how good it 

makes you feel to know that youôve made a difference.  

We hope we can count on you to sign up!  If you havenôt 

given before, we hope youôll step up and make a 

difference!  You never know whose life you may be 

saving. 

You have to be at least 16 years old (16 and 17 year olds 

need parental consent) to give, you have to weigh at least 

110 pounds, and you must be in good health.  Thatôs it!  

Itôs easy, safe, and painless.   

It takes only about ten minutes to give a pint of blood.  

The whole process will take about an hour.  Make sure 

youôve eaten a good meal before donating and increase 

your intake of water the day before and the day of the 

drive.  Also, be sure to bring a photo ID with you. 

Reserve your time slot early!  The reservation times are 

every 15 minutes from 8:00 a.m. to noon. Child care will 

be provided. 
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Casa Maria  
January 23, 2010 

Bring your sack lunches to 

the church between 7:45 and 

9:30 am on Saturday,      

January 23. The person  

making the delivery to Casa 

Maria leaves promptly at 

9:30.  A lunch should con-

tain 2  sandwiches of your 

choice, (no mayo or mus-

tard), a piece of fruit and a dessert (couple of 

cookies, granola bar, or the like).  You may 

make as many lunches as you desire.  Thank 

you for your support of this important mission 

to help those less fortunate. For questions or 

more information contact Virginia McClain, 

886-0570. 

2010 Schedule 

January 23          August 7 

February 20         September 4      

March 20           October 2 

April 17           October 30 

May 15            November 17  

June 12            December 18  

July 10  

Special folks to thank for helping in January 

January Gazebo will be staffed by the Buildings and Grounds Committee 

          Sunday Fellowship provided by:                      Sunday Technology operators: 

 January 3  Mission Committee           January 3 Scott Larsen 

 January 10  The Journey Fellowship        January 10 Amanda Maass 

 January 17  Finance  Committee            January 17 Christina Schmelz 

 January 24  Harvester Covenant Group      January 24 Jeff Fennema 

 January 31 Buildings & Grounds Committee   January 31 Scott Larsen               

  

  Memorial Garden Maintenance: Helen Wook 

 

MEALS WITH  

IMMANUEL  

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

 

The New Year offers couples and singles the 

opportunity to enjoy Immanuel Meals again.  From 

January through April, groups with 6-8 different 

people will share a meal each month.  Each will host 

one month and bring a part of the meal the other 

three months, with a different assignment monthly.  

The forty-some who signed up last year are enthused 

about doing it again. 

Please sign up at the gazebo and enjoy these special 

meals.  It may be a picnic, potluck at church, 

restaurant get together, home cooked meal, whatever 

the host/hostess decides.  As soon as groups appear 

on the list, Laurie Snodgrass will get organized and 

the groups will begin to enjoy a meal a month with 

others from Immanuel.  There is also a place for 

substitutes to sign up.   

 

Agape Circle will meet on  

Wednesday, January 13, at the home of Ruth 

Robson. 

 

Julia Circle will meet on  

Thursday, January 14, in Witherspoon Hall. 

 

Lydia Circle  will meet on                                

Tuesday, January 19 at 6:30 pm  in the Agave 

Room. Child care is provided. 
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Attention Seniors-Annôs back!!! 

Spaghetti Luncheon Invitation 
 January can be a somewhat ñdowner.ò  The 

excitement of the holidays is over and February, with 

the gem show, rodeo, and spring training, is still a 

ways off.  Itôs been awhile since Immanuel had a 

retireeôs luncheon, and Ann would like to renew this 

tradition.  As a kick-off, Ann is going to provide a 

spaghetti luncheon (pasta, salad, French bread, and 

dessert) instead of the usual pot-luck.  No need to 

cook for this event, just sign-up and come.  A 

donation of $3.00 per person is suggested.  The date 

is Wednesday, January 20th at 12 noon in 

Witherspoon Hall. 

 After the luncheon ,Ann, who recently returned from 

an escorted tour of Sonora and Chihuahua in northern 

Mexico, will share some of her pictures in a power 

point presentation.  The highlight of her trip was 

taking the El Chepe Train, described as the best 

railroad adventure in North America, through Copper 

Canyon. Copper Canyon is really a group of six 

canyons in the Sierra Madre mountain chain, formed 

by six rivers that merge into the Rio Fuerte and empty 

into the Sea of Cortez.  It is four times larger than our 

Grand Canyon and is home to the Tarahumara 

Indians, known best for their running endurance. 

 Ann invites all retirees, winter residents, as well as 

anyone who is free that afternoon to come.  Friends 

and family are welcome. Sign up at the gazebo by 

January 17 so there will be enough food. 

 

Outing to the Movies  

 Ann will try to find a good matinee at the discount 

theater on Thursday, January 14.  Check the Sunday 

bulletin on January 10 for further details. 

 

Outing with Ann returns in February  

 Save the date of Sunday, February 7th (yes, Ann 

realizes itôs Super Bowl Sunday).  But for those who 

want a break from football, Ann will take a group to 

the Tucson Art Museumðcurrent exhibits include El 

Nacimento, traditional Mexican nativity, Ansel 

Adams: A Legacy (a survey of over 100 photographs), 

and Han and BeyondðChinese art spanning 5000 

years (3000 BCð1911 AD).  There is no admission 

charge this Sunday.  Ann plans to be home in time to 

see the Super Bowl game. 

 

 

Believe it or not, itôs time to plan for Lent. Barb Ayer and 

Louise Poehlman are co-chairing the 2010 Lenten 

Committee. Our first planning meeting is Tuesday, 

January 5, 2010 at 7:00 pm in Room 9. Weôd love your 

creative ideas and help as we brainstorm for Ash 

Wednesday, Holy Week, and Easter.  If you missed the 

meeting, but would like to be a part of the planning, 

contact Barb or Louise or the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 1 of the new Immanuel Directory (taking the 

pictures) is now complete.  Thank you to all of the 

members of the congregation who had their pictures 

taken.  Your participation and patience is 

appreciated.  Some evenings went a little long but we 

used the time to catch up with old friends and make 

new ones.  It quickly became clear that while 

Lifetouch plans on no shows, we good Presbyterians 

show up! 

 

Special thanks to all of our hosts and hostesses!  We 

couldn't have done it without you.  And extra-special 

thanks to Andrea Birch for all of her work 

organizing, coordinating,  and finalizing the 

Directory. If all goes well we will have the Directory 

in hand around March. 

 

If you did not purchase photos, your complementary 

photo will come to the church office.  You may pick 

your photo up during the week or at the gazebo on 

Sunday. 
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