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  In December 1903, after many attempts, the Wright brothers were finally able to 

get their "flying machine" off the ground. With great excitement, they telegraphed 

this sky-breaking news to their sister Katherine: "We have actually flown 120 feet. 

Will be home for Christmas." Katherine hurried to the editor of the local 

newspaper and showed him the message. He glanced at it and said, "How nice. 

The boys will be home for Christmas." The editor totally missed the breaking 

news—humans had flown! 

Familiarity, busyness, and decorations during the Christmas season can also cause us to miss the real 

headline story of Christmas—God has made his home on earth! Christmas gets a head-start in our 

culture—decorations start popping up around Halloween, sometimes even earlier. Despite advanced 

notice and much preparation, we can miss the point of it all—Jesus—in the midst of the Christmas 

hubbub. Let’s meditate upon the holy mystery that ―the Word became flesh and made his home among 

us.‖ (John 1: 14 CEB). Martin Luther encouraged us similarly in one of his Table Talks, ―The mystery of 

the humanity of Christ, that He sunk Himself into our flesh, is beyond all human understanding.‖ The 

depths of this truth never gets old when we really take the time to meditate upon it. 

As the Christian year is kicked off with Advent (which from the Latin means coming or arrival), let’s use 

these four weeks as a time of preparation to welcome Christ once again—into our world and into our 

lives. Let’s also long for his future return to come back for us. In the midst of the celebrations, family 

gatherings, parties, and gift-giving, let us not miss the message of Christmas. With joy and repentance, 

fasting and feasting, expectancy and hope, let’s wait and make room for the coming of Christ as we 

journey to Bethlehem again. And God is waiting for us too.  

God waits for us, 
not like a lion ready to pounce 
if we let our guard down, 
not like an interfering in-law 
but like an old friend whoôs seen it all before 
and likes us anyway, 
with whom we can spend time 
without having to pretend or explain. 

 

Peace to You, 

John 

John Collins, God Waits 
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On Sunday, November 6, 2011 during worship, six brave Immanuel folks 
were given a total of $240 between them. Their task was to use their 
funds to be a blessing to the community and beyond. Let’s hear the report 
on how each of our creative and courageous stewards was led to give: 

Rachael Eggebeen 
I was given $20, which I used to loan money to Sibelle, a Lebanese shoe store owner (combining two great 
loves: Lebanon and shoes!).  She will use the loan to purchase more inventory for her store.  In growing her 
inventory, she can provide better for her family as well as create another job.  I went through Kiva.org, an 
internationally recognized organization that pairs those with money to loan with those needing a 
microloan.  The best part of this: once our loan is repaid in total ($2.08 has already been repaid), we can give 
another loan. The Middle School Youth Group (that I help lead) has already claimed dibs on deciding where 
the next loan will go! 

Matt Johnson 
Matt was given $40. After deliberating several possibilities, Matt and his wife Ashley decided to purchase $40 
worth of used books from Bookmans. They then brought the books to the TMC Children’s Ward for kids and 
their families to enjoy during their stay in the hospital.  

Ann Pastirik 
After opening my green envelope and discovering my $60, I contributed $20 to Kirk Wallendorf (whose 
envelope had $20) and leveled the playing field because I know Kirk to be a great steward of resources. I 
invited others at Immanuel to join me in giving and our generous Immanuel givers poured out money all week 
until our gift grew from $40 to $220.  We used $160 to feed 640 people through the Community Food Bank 
and returned the $60 to the church, designating $30 for the Deacons Fund for the great work they do feeding 
us at Memorial Receptions and $30 for the Endowment Fund, a way of feeding our future.  It was a joy to 
give, a joy to have others share in the giving and it is a joy to share the good news!  

Marie Roberts 
How grateful I was to be invited to participate. My envelope contained $40. I immediately donated half the 
money to the food bank at New Spirit Lutheran Church as the need is always great. The balance was used to 
purchase fleece fabric which I sewed making three bathrobes for children. I delivered them to New 
Beginnings, the women's shelter on Alvernon just north of Grant. They were surprised and delighted to 
receive the new items. I shared the story of John's sermon and our experiment with each recipient in hopes 
that others may "pay it forward." 

Sue Samoy 
I was given $60.  I knew that $20 would go to the food bank.  The boy scouts were collecting food on 
Halloween so when they came by our house for Halloween I gave them an envelope with the $20 with a note 
from Immanuel Presbyterian Church on front.  That was the easy part. Like I told Pastor John, I knew God 
would let me know how to spend the rest.  I knew I wanted to give $6 back to Immanuel; ten percent back to 
God.  I went to Michael's to buy some decorations for the Presbyterian Campus Ministry spaghetti dinner. The 
total was a little over $34.  This was my sign from God of where to spend the rest of the money entrusted to 
me.  The fund-raiser will benefit PCM not only this year, but from year to year.   

Kirk Wallendorf 
Kirk was given $20, but he was inspired to multiply the funds entrusted to him. He shared about the talent 
experiment and encouraged those in his network of relationships to match his $20 seed money. At this point 
in time, Kirk has received $1000! Half of the funds went toward the ALS Walk that funds medical research 
and care for those who are impacted by ALS. The other half is going towards Angels in Flight that helps 
support students to go on various mission and work trips. Kirk brought Okongo (a Sudanese gentleman) to 
share at Immanuel on Sunday morning about his upcoming mission trip funded in part by Angels in Flight. 
Kirk also mentions that if you still want to give, gifts over $25 receive a free Jim Click raffle ticket to possibly 
win a Nissan Leaf! 

Thanks so much, good and faithful servants!  
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2011  

Advent  

Festival  

Over 100 

folks had 

an 

awesome 

time!  

Sand Art Cookie in a Jar 

Making Jingle Bell 

Door Hangers 

Michi teaches the art of Origami 

Making gift bags 

Gingerbread Houses 

Putting together Advent Chains 

Making stick people 
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Good News of Great Joy 

2011 Christmas Joy Special Offering 

A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s, 
the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four special 
offerings designated by the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Because Advent 
and Christmas shine a light not only on our world’s 
greatest hope but also on our world’s greatest need, 
the PC(USA) provides this timely opportunity for 
congregations to support causes specifically 
designed to bring Good News of Great Joy to the 
poor in circumstance or spirit. Alongside the 
message of promise and fulfillment in Luke’s 
Gospel, we also hear the clear call to God’s people 
to respond in faith as Christ calls us: ―From 
everyone to whom much has been given, much will 
be required; and from the one to whom much has 
been entrusted, even more will be demanded‖ (Luke 
12:48). 

Immanuel will be collecting this offering during the 
month of December.  Envelopes will be in the 
bulletins. 

Lifting up the Assistance Program 

Through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions — which comprises a broad range of 
individualized programs — the Christmas Joy Offering honors the faithfulness of current and retired 
ministers and church workers in their hour of greatest need by providing funds to help them through life’s 
challenging circumstances. To grant both peace of mind and practical assistance to retired church 
workers and their surviving spouses, the Board offers income supplements to raise incomes to a level 
where retirees can afford to live modestly while continuing to maintain their independence. Some 
recipients need relatively limited, yet critical, assistance—to afford a hearing aid, for instance, to continue 
a ministry. Others may need more substantial, ongoing support — to help make ends meet during 
retirement, for example, after a lifetime of ministering for modest pay. The Christmas Joy Offering, 
through its gifts to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, helps these individuals and families 
through difficult times by providing shared, emergency, and other types of grants. 

Furthering Racial Ethnic Education 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), with its historic commitment to higher education, has long promoted 

the education of racial ethnic men and women through the establishment and support of racial ethnic 

schools and colleges. Thanks to the enduring legacy of the Christmas Joy Offering, today’s racial ethnic 

Presbyterian students may receive much-needed scholarship assistance while their schools may get 

help with basic operating costs. With the burden of their educational debt reduced, today’s Presbyterian 

students and future church leaders are more freely able to discover and pursue their professional goals. 

All PC(USA)-related schools and colleges are open to any qualified student regardless of race. 

Gifts through the Christmas Joy Offering will allow these schools and colleges to continue the ministries 

we have carried out for decades, even in an ever-changing, increasingly mobile and high-tech world. 

Visit the Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges website to find more information. 

http://www.pcusa.org/ministries/resc/
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS ORDER FORM 

Bring the beauty of the Christmas season to our worship by purchasing 

a plant or by making a donation for seasonal decorations in honor or 

in memory of a loved one.  

The cost is just $15 for a plant, but donations for seasonal decorations may be made in 

any amount.  The deadline is Sunday, December 18th.  You may place your completed 

order form and check in the offering plate or mail them to the church office.  Please 

make checks payable to Immanuel Presbyterian Church and note òflower fundó on 

your check.   

Your Name_________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of _______________________________________________________________ 

In honor of _________________________________________________________________ 

# Plants _____  Donation for Decorating _____               Total enclosed $____________ 

You may pick up your plant after the 11 pm Christmas Eve service,  

or after the 10 am Christmas Day service.  

Several years ago the Worship Committee decided to 
decorate the sanctuary with the seasonal liturgical colors 
as a way to enhance the visual appreciation of 
worship.  Royal blue is used for the season of Advent 
(November 27-December 24).  Blue has been adopted in 
recent years by the PC(USA) as  an option for Advent 
because it represents the hopefulness and royalty that is 
anticipated in the birth of Jesus.  The color purple is 
considered to be a more somber color and is used for the 
solemnity of the Lenten season.  White and gold symbolize 
days of joy (Christmas and Easter).  Red represents the 
Holy Spirit (Pentecost).  Green is used for the remainder of 
the church year.  The outside of the church will continue to 
be decorated in the secular colors of the Christmas 

 seasonðred and green.   
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 Welcome  Cathy Kent ð Christian Education Director 

I came to Tucson when I was almost two years old, and have 
considered this desert home ever since.  As a child I lived in Tucson 
except four years in Delaware.  As an adult I lived some years in 
Southwest Louisiana in ―Cajun Country,‖ along the bayous and in 
New Orleans.  I have always enjoyed the rich diversity of cultures, 
foods and traditions.  My parents, atheists, raised us with questioning 
minds, a sense of social responsibility, and respect for all peoples.  
From my mother I received a great love for the arts and the creative 
process. 

As a young adult I explored Christianity through a Roman Catholic 
lens.  I joined a Dominican Religious Community whose focus was 
developing lay leaders among the poor and marginalized.  Pursuing 
my questions, I attended Loyola University in New Orleans receiving 
a B.A. in Theology.  In 1998 I received my M.A. in Religious 

Education and Pastoral Counseling from Fordham University, New York. 

I have served in a variety of Churches: Roman Catholic, Episcopal, United Church of Christ; rural, 
inner-city, urban; and within various cultures.  Most recently I lived on the Tohono Oôodham main 
reservation working with the San Solano Missions.  I spent 19 years there in two different 
assignments (1982-1991; 2002 until January 2011) leaving the Religious Community during that first 
assignment. 

I enjoy people and our rich diversity of cultures and spiritual traditions.  I like to read, garden, and a 
variety of creative pursuits.  I have long been interested in the integration of creativity, the arts and 
spirituality facilitating workshops in these ages.  I’ve been taking classes in fiction writing at Pima 
College wanting to theologize through short stories.  I am a Tutor Trainer for OASIS 
Intergenerational Tutoring Program. I look forward to being part of the Immanuel community as we 
live into a diverse world community.  Thank you for your generous welcome. 

         December Happenings at the IPC Nursery 

        The theme for December is: 

            'Jesus was a baby'.  

        Our stories will be based on Luke 1:31. 

This month the nursery children will 

- hear words and songs about the birth of Jesus 

- feel glad that Jesus was born 

- play with toys and materials to learn about the birth of Jesus 

If you would like to volunteer in the nursery, please stop by the nursery or sign up at the gazebo. We would 
love to have you! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Nursery+Director&view=detail&id=8DF1E35823B008F402DAC478655DFA83B8F2D04C&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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Casa Maria 

Saturday, December 17 
Bring your sack lunches to the church between 
7:45 and 9:30 a.m.    

You might consider adding a 
special Christmas goodie this 
month. 

The person making the delivery to 
Casa Maria leaves promptly at 
9:30 a.m. Each lunch should 
contain two sandwiches of your 
choice (no mayo or mustard), a 
piece of fruit, and a dessert (a 

couple of cookies, a granola bar, etc.). You may 
make as many lunches as you desire.   

Remember that many of the folks who receive 
these lunches have problems with their teeth. 
Please consider this when purchasing fruit or other 
hard-to-eat foods.  

¶  Menôs Breakfast Bible Study meets on Monday mornings at 8:00 am in Witherspoon Hall.  Join 
the men for pancakes and sausage, fellowship and Bible Study each Monday morning.  A $2 
donation is suggested. 

¶   Agape and Lydia Circles will meet on Saturday, December 3 at 11:30 am in Witherspoon Hall. 

¶  Desert Sages continues to meet on Tuesday mornings from 10 a.m. to noon in Witherspoon Hall.  
The Sages enjoy games, fellowship, and a brown bag lunch, with dessert provided. Sages is open 
to anyone who enjoys playing games and just having fun.  Bridge, poker, Mexican Train Dominoes, 
and Hand & Foot tables are always open for more players. 

The 7
th
 Annual Ladies Christmas Tea will be 

held Friday, December 9, 2011 at 6:30 pm.  
Please join us as we try to slow down the 
advent season and focus in on Christ. The 
Rincon/University High School Choraliers will 
perform.   

The Immanuel Meals are held January through April in members homes on a 
rotating basis. Groups of eight people. One month hosting and providing main 
course, One salad/rolls, One veggie, One dessert. This is a great way for new 
members to get acquainted and for regulars to enjoy a night out with friends. If 
you are interested, please e-mail Margaret Powell with name, phone, e-mail 
address and any special needs (food allergies, nights not available) at 
bearjoint@hotmail.com. Please put Immanuel Meals in the subject line so that 
she will know to open it. There is also a signup sheet on Sunday on the patio. 
She would like to have all names by December 15

th
 so that she can get 

assignments to everyone before January. 

IPC Youth Groups 

New Yearôs Eve Overnight Party at Immanuel 

   7:00 pm New Yearôs Eve ð after the 10:00 worship service on 

New Yearôs Day  

Immanuel Meals     

mailto:bearjoint@hotmail.com
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Curtis Lurvey is on the trail of the Eagle.  His  Eagle Scout service project which will benefit 
Immanuel has been approved!  To raise funds needed to purchase supplies, the family is hosting a 
dinner Friday, December 16 from 5 pm till 7:30pm at St. Thomas the Apostle Church at 5150 N. 
Valley View Rd.  A donation of $15 per meal for adults and $10 per meal for children 8 and 
under is requested.  To help us know how much food to prepare we ask that you get your meal 
tickets ahead of time by calling 615-4768 or stopping to see Cathy or Curtis after worship.  Thanks 
for any support you can give. 

 

The Deacon's Wish List 
Many groups utilize our church's kitchen and throughout the years things have worn out and/or 
disappeared. In order to gracefully serve our members and community, we need to restock our 
cupboards. Cash and check donations are gratefully accepted (mark checks attn. Deacon's fund) as 
well as the following items which you haven't used in years: 
   Water pitchers –2 qt. plastic 
   Serving tongs-decorative ones 
   Large sturdy serving trays (wood, metal, heavy plastic) 
   New white round table cloths ( 52‖ and larger) 
   Cream pitchers and sugar bowls-large size 
   Knife sharpener (stone or electric machine) 
   Decorative glass serving trays 
   New kitchen towels 
         Thank you for helping us serve you, 
         Your Deacons 

November 12 was the annual  "WALK TO DEFEET ALS" at Reid 
Park.  Immanuel's own Roberta Beal is a current victim of this most horrific 
disease.  Mike's Wildcat Walkers ( Mike, a victim in 2005, was the son of Alan & 
Peggy Wetzel and brother of Laura Cech) adopted ROBERTA and WINSTON 
BEAL as this year’s honorary chairman of their team.   
              Thanks and praise God each day!! 

The Deacons would like to thank all who gave so generously this fall to our College and Military 

Care Ministry. Because of your donations we were able to send heavy boxes of goodies to two of 

our military family members and 16 college students received gift cards from both Subway and 

Starbucks.  And to ñfeedò their hearts and minds, we included an inspiring letter from Pastor John.  

Immanuel cares! And the Deacons say, ñThank You!ò 

Need to Borrow something from IPC?   

   If so, please contact the church office and request the use of the items.  

     Please return the item as soon as you are finished with it.   

        The office is open until 5 pm and Tammy is here most evenings for your return. 
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Thank you from Tortolita Presbyterian Church: 

Dear Friends: 

To the troubled church of Corinth, the apostle Paul wrote that Christ’s power is made perfect in our 

weakness, and that when one part of the body suffers, we all suffer. On behalf of the congregation of 

Tortolita Presbyterian Church, we would like to sincerely thank you for your partnership and support 

as we are recovering from the fire that destroyed the interior of Ironwood Hall. 

We’ve been burned. How do we respond?  We pray.  We cry.  We grieve.  We pull together.  We 

serve.  We believe. We share. We listen.  We lead.  We follow.  We work. We rebuild. We trust. We 

give thanks. We love. We go on.  And we are able to go on with the support of people like you who 

have extended a helping hand during our time of need. 

Specifically, we thank you for your very generous donation of $101.21 for our Fire Recovery Fund.  

Your special gift will help pay for expenses not covered by insurance, so that we might get back to 

our mission of growing God’s Kingdom by loving God, serving people, and impacting our community 

with the love of Jesus Christ. 

By God’s grace, we lost only property, not life.  In the midst of such loss, God continues to pour out 

blessings through faithful friends like you— and for that we are truly thankful. 

Warmly in Christ, 

Janie McKee 

On behalf of the Presbyterian Campus Ministry we would like to thank Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church for your support of the 5

th
 Annual Spaghetti Dinner on November 4, 2011.  It was a huge 

success!  We enjoyed the change of venue to Christ Presbyterian Church. This was our largest 
Spaghetti Dinner ever; thank God Christ Presbyterian has so much room!!! 

As in other years, it was a wonderful opportunity for all the surrounding Presbyterian churches to 
gather together for fellowship. We were blessed to have so many of our supporters attend the dinner 
that evening.  Thank you to all who supported the silent auction by donating or by bidding.  We 
would like to express our thanks to Ann Brittain for being your church contact person and selling 
tickets for us.   We look forward to seeing more of you at our Sixth Annual Spaghetti Dinner next 
year!   

Please keep Ellen and our students in your prayers as they head to Las Vegas for their mission trip 
over Spring Break!  

The Community Food Bank at New Spirit Lutheran Church wishes to thank 

the members and friends of Immanuel Presbyterian Church for their 

generous gift of  156 bags of food.  This food helped put more food into the 

Thanksgiving bags and fill the almost bare shelves. The food will help with 

the Christmas food distribution. 

Your support of the food bank is appreciated. 
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BEQUEST RECEIVED:  Immanuel’s Endowment Fund has been blessed with a 

$5,000 gift from the estate of the late Rev. Mort Hickman.  This thoughtful gift 

will serve to provide income to enhance Immanuel’s missions and outreach 

witness into the future.   

Naming the church in your will is a great way to support Christ’s work after you 

are no longer here.  It is simple to accomplish even if you already have a will 

prepared.   And, you can include a percent  of your estate or a set a specific 

amount of money. If this approach to gifting is of interest and you desire 

additional information, please contact a Pastor or member of the Endowment Committee. 

The Endowment Fund has to-date received gifts totaling $269,320.79.  And, since inception in 1998, 

almost $60,000 in income from those gifts has been received for use.   

All members and friends of Immanuel are encouraged to select the Endowment Fund when 

considering charitable gifts, annuities, bequests, memorials and honorariums in honor of special 

events or people.   

                             The Church in the Midst of Conflict 

 Nigeria is the most populous nation in all Africa, with some 150 million 
inhabitants.  These are divided among several ethnic groups.  There are 
three provinces along the southern coast, largely Christian and animist, as 
well as the Hausa in the north, pushing into the Sahara, who are mainly 
Moslem. 

The Presbyterian Church began in Nigeria in 1846, with the arrival of 
Scottish missionaries in Calabar and Port Harcourt, in the southeastern part along the shore. For a 
long time life in Nigeria was a turmoil among ethnic  and religious interests, as well as the 
commercial concerns of European businesses.  The discovery on oil in the Niger  

River Delta has produced additional rivalries. Though Nigeria gained its independence in 1960 
and became a republic, the second half of the 20th Century was marked by repeated military 
revolts. 

In this mix we can be glad to read in the Mission Yearbook of Prayer that ―the Presbyterian Church 
in Nigeria is a large, vibrant and growing denomination, of how a church can be African, 
charismatic and Reformed all at the same time.‖   One of its current goals is to broaden the ministry 
of Hope Waddell University, named after the first Presbyterian missionary to the country.  It will 
build on ―Nigeria´s tradition of academic excellence‖ for the preparation of leaders ―to serve Nigeria, 
just as the church has served the country.‖ 
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1 Jarod Rappaport 
2 Ed Vander Woude 
3 Sue Samoy 
4 Conner Cech 
 Anne Scholten 
5 Harry Ayer 
6 Denise Downard 
 Liz Wallendorf 
7 Phyllis Dean 
8 Linda Griffith 
 Capri McCue 
9 Bill Prichard 
11 Carol Boone 
14 Bridget Mitchell 
16 Emma Collins 
 Andrea Joscelyn-Nivette 
17 Cathy Muckenhirn 
 Cara Sherwood 
 Luke Tittle 
 Peg Wetzel 
19 Gary Grochowski 
20 Kathy Wingstrom 
23 Austin Puckett 
24 Lauren Olson 
26 Diane Thompson 
28 Brett Burton 
 Dave Kaemerer 
 Violet Kloiber 
 Dexter Mitchell 
30 Emily Beck 
 Carol Schurr 
31 Cody Murphy 

December 1   Rich & Jean Nelson 
December 5   Don & Pauline McClure 
December 12    John & Mary Hartley 
   Robert & Maggie Rappaport 
December 17  Michael & Diane Ross 
December 19  Bill & Marcia Aurand 
December 23  Cliff & Anne Scholten 
December 26  Will & Anja Price 
December 27  Art & Cathy Lurvey  
December 30  George & Sue Anderson 
   Bob & Lois Huebner 

Rev. Robert McCrory 
1 Combs Avenue 
Hudson Falls, NY 12839 

Sympathy of the Congregation is extended to: 

The family of Craig Zimmermann on the death of his father.  A memorial service was held at St. 

Frances  de Sales. 

The family of Karen Hanson on the November 15th death of her mother. A memorial service was 

held on November 21 at Adair Mortuary. 

Lary and Jacqui Cahill on the November 22 death of Lary’s sister, Eileen. 

The staff delivered 156 bags of groceries to the Community 

Food  Bank.  Wow-you are awesome!!!! 

Boy Scout Update: 

Kirk Aurand received his Eagle Scout Rank on December 3. 
He rebuilt the walkway from the east parking lot to the 
medical center. 

Curtis Lurvey is working on his Eagle Scout Project.  He is 
currently raising funds for his project.  The family is hosting a 
dinner on Friday, December 16 from 5—7:30 pm at St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church. Cost: $15 for Adults, $10 for 
children 8 and under.  Contact Cathy or Curtis Lurvey at 615
-4768. 

Sean Shifflette is taking over the duties of Lead Usher at 

IPC. If you would like to help usher contact Sean. The 

information is on Immanuel’s facebook page.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4ACGW_enUS406US406&biw=1386&bih=678&tbm=isch&tbnid=RBF3JPm7QT-KsM:&imgrefurl=http://www.desi44.com/graphics/awesome/&docid=rNFsrnjwO4WCCM&imgurl=http://www.desi44.com/d/awesome/awesome_023.gif&w=417&h=30
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Immanuel Presbyterian Church Advent Events  

Sunday November 27: First Sunday in Advent                                                                                                 

Mission Project: Diapers                                                                                                                                   

3:00-5:00pm: Advent Festival & Soup Dinner: See the pictures of this event on page 5 of this Dove. 

December 3 at Noon: Womenõs Circles Christmas Luncheon in Witherspoon Hall. 

December 4: Second Sunday in Advent 
Mission Project: Diapers 

8:30am:  Alternative Worship Service 

9:45am:  Sunday School & Alternative Gift Market 

11:00am:  Traditional Worship Service 

December 9 at 6:30 pm:  Ladiesõ Christmas Tea.  Women of all ages, plan to spend a festive evening 
in Witherspoon Hall getting into the holiday spirit!  A sign up sheet is available at the Gazebo. 

December 10:  Childrenõs Christmas Pageant Rehearsal:  Watch for a time! 

Sunday, December 11: Third Sunday in Advent 
Mission Project: Socks for Casa Maria 

8:30am Alternative Worship Service 

9:45am:  Sunday School & Alternative Gift Market 

11:00am Traditional Worship Service 

3:00pm Childrenõs Pageant: Camel Lot: Donõt Miss the Manger.  Enjoy 
watching the youngest members of our church family remind us about the 
most important reason for the season! 

December 18: Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Join us for a special Coffee Hour, after each worship service,  
celebrating special foods eaten around the world during     

Advent! 

Mission Project:  Socks for Casa Maria 

8:30am:  Music & the Word (Choirõs Christmas Service) 

9:45am:  Sunday School & Alternative Gift Market 

11:00am:  Music & the Word (Choirõs Christmas Service) 

5:00pm:  Caroling:  Meet at Immanuel and then go out to sing to our homebound members.  

This event will conclude with a tasty chili supper!  For more information, contact Ann Brittain. 
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       December 24: Christmas Eve 

             3:30pm:  Candlelight Service  

                    7:00pm:  Candlelight Service (with choir) 

December 25:  

Christmas Day 

10:00am: Worship.  There  

will be only one service on 

Christmas Day. 

January 1, 2012:  

New Yearõs Day 

10:00am:  Worship.  

There will only be one 

worship service on New 

Years Day.   

About the Alternative Gift Market: Honor your loved ones by giving them a gift 

that will benefit others.  Our Alternative Gift Market kicks off on Sunday, December 4, 
and continues each Sunday before Christmas.  By purchasing gifts made by women 
around the world, you will help them provide for their families and begin the climb out of 
the cycle of poverty.  For coffee lovers, we have organically grown, fair-trade òCaf® 
Justo.ó  And there will also be an opportunity to make donations to Heifer International, 
Habitat for Humanity, and Montlure Camp.  We will provide you with a beautiful card to 
give to the honoree describing how their donation will benefit others.  For more 
information, please see Ann Pastirik. 

About our Advent Mission Projects 

Diapers.  During the first two Sundays in Advent (November 27 and December 4), we will be 
collecting diapers of all sizes and for both babies and adults, which we will donate to Our Family, 
an organization that provides support to families caring for children and adults with disabilities.  
Please bring your donations to the sanctuary on Sundays or to the church office during the week.   

Socks.  For the third and fourth Sundays in Advent (December 11 and 18), we 
will collect socks stuffed with personal hygiene items and small practical gifts, to give to homeless 
men and women at Casa Maria.  Here are the directions on assembling these socks:  use a pair of 
tube socks!  Take one sock and place it in the toe of the other sock that you will stuff (so that the 
recipient receives a new pair of socks in addition to the goodies you stuff in the sock).  You can 
then fill the sock with trial sizes of personal hygiene items like shampoo, socks, a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, or chapstick.  Other items to include are small notebooks, stamped envelopes, pens, 
granola bars, and other small items.  Please do not include anything that can melt.  Stuff the sock to 
the top and tie it closed with ribbon.  Please label if the sock is for a male or female.   For more 
information on this projects, see Rachael Eggebeen. 

Youth On Their Own (YOTO):  The Deacons will again be collecting donations for 
Youth on Their Own, an organization that helps homeless teens stay in school and 
graduate.  The Deacons are looking for donations of cash, gift cards and gifts suitable 
for teens.  Watch the worship bulletin for more information. 

Immanuel Presbyterian Church Advent 

 


