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The ñIò word. The blood starts pumping faster whenever the ñIò word is brought up these days. You know 

what it is Immanuel--immigration. Right now immigration is the hot button issue in our country, in our state, 

and in our city. Many other countries are passionately debating this issue also. We even have a bit of a 

history with the ñIò word at Immanuel. If youôve seen The Hurt Locker, whenever the ñIò word comes up, I 

feel like the lead character Sgt. William James whose job is to diffuse bombs in war zones! Iôve prayed 

much about this and feel called to walk gingerly where angels fear to tread and consider how we might 

approach immigration dilemma.  

First, studies in family systems theory indicate that one of the ways family structures become dysfunctional 

is when certain issues are denied, ignored, or avoided. In the same way, the church is also a family 

structure, just on a larger scale. Families and churches can achieve or maintain relational health only when 

they can respectfully talk about the elephant in the roomðor in our case, the elephant and the donkey in 

the room! Similarly, Americaôs leading marriage authority Dr. John Gottman has done studies that indicate 

up to 95% of conflict in marriage is never solved. The key for a successful marriage is for the husband and 

wife to learn to live with and manage conflict throughout their lives in healthy and respectful ways. I also 

think this applies to our relationships in the church. Weôve got to learn to grapple with differences at 

Immanuel if we are to grow and flourish in Christ. Weôre in this together for the long haul, Immanuel. Letôs 

not forget the ñ4 Lôsò in healthy community life in times of differenceðlisten, learn, laugh, and love together. 

Second, as Christians our faith has to be shaped by Christ and the Scriptures. I donôt think that the Bible 

lays out one clear and specific policy on immigration. However, I do believe that Scripture speaks to certain 

heart issues that apply to liberals, moderates, and conservatives alike regarding oneôs view on immigration: 

1. The sanctity of human life (Gen. 1:27). Everyoneðmale and female, light-skinned or dark-

skinned, is created in the image of God. We are commanded by God to show respect, dignity, 

and protect the human rights of all people--and yes, even people who have different political 

views than our own!  

2. God is compassionate to the most vulnerable in societyðespecially the fatherless, the widow, 

and the foreigner. Leviticus 19:33-34 says, ñWhen an alien lives with you in your land, do not 

mistreat the alien. The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native born. Love him 

as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. I am the Lord your God.ò There are a range of 

perspectives that Christians can have on immigration, but mercy and compassion must always 

season whatever view is held. 
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3. Honor the creative tension between Godôs laws with the law of the land. Romans 13:1 says, ñLet 

every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except from God, and 

those authorities that exist have been instituted by God.ò Yet at the same time, Peter and the 

apostles say in Acts 5:29, ñwe must obey God rather than any human authority.ò Good Christians 

will always differ on when to obey the law, change the law, or obey God rather than the law. 

Nonetheless, Iôm believing that a balance between the rule of law and compassion towards 

immigrants can be achieved with comprehensive immigration reform. 

4. Christ transcends our differences and he is more important than them. Galatians 3:28 says, ñThere 

is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male or female; for all 

of you are one in Christ Jesus.ò I might dare to paraphrase for today, ñThere is no longer 

conservative or liberal, there is no longer undocumented or citizen; for all of you are one in Christ 

Jesus.ò We not only can worship side by side by folks of different ethnicities and socio-economic 

levels, we can even worship together with brothers and sisters in Christ who have different views 

on immigration than our own! This will only happen if we stay centered and rooted in Christ who is 

big enough to hold together our differences. 

 

Third, how will Immanuel respond as Jesusô disciples regarding the immigration debate? Session has and will 

continue to prayerfully discuss how to wisely approach this delicate issue in ways that are faithful to Christ 

and appropriate to our Immanuel DNA. As weôve done in the past, weôll offer an adult Sunday school class 

discussion series on immigration in January that will be respectful to different perspectives. Sometime in the 

future Immanuel will have our own special time set aside for prayer for immigrants, law enforcement officers, 

Mexico, wisdom for this major challenge in our society, and how we might tangibly make a difference in 

Christôs name. Two helpful books for the Immanuel community to study about immigration from a Christian 

perspective are: Welcoming the Stranger: Justice, Compassion, & Truth in the Immigration Debate by 

Soerens and Hwang (IVP, 2009) and Christians at the Border: Immigration, the Church, and the Bible by M. 

Daniel Carroll R. (Baker Academic, 2008).  

Our goal is to grow in our mission outreach locally and globally by partnering with other cultures and people in 

Christôs name. I would also encourage members to get to know faces of folks from different backgrounds to 

gain new perspective on the issue. Finally, your prayers, support, and input would be greatly appreciated for 

the session and myself on how to navigate wisely this very complex and sensitive issue in a theologically and 

politically diverse congregation such as ours. My prayer is that as we all at Immanuel wrestle with the ñIò 

word, we would all be embraced by the one who is also the ñWeò word for Christian unityðJesus Christ, the 

Word made flesh, Immanuel, God with us, who holds us and moves us forward together. 

Cheers! 

Pastor John 
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Loved volunteering at VBS?   

Come join us for Sunday School in the Fall! 

We need fun-loving people ready to share the love of Jesus with 

preschoolers through high school aged youth throughout the year and 

weôd love for you to join the team!  Our Sunday School program is high 

energy excitement with music, crafts, games, and stories.  We are 

looking for high schoolers and adults who love children to lead activities 

and be small group leaders.  Contact Heather for more information.  

                        heather@immanuelpc.org or 296-2253. 

 

 

Sunday School for kids and youth ages 3 

by 8/31/10 through 12
th

 grade need to fill 

out a registration form by September 1
st
.  

Registration forms can be found in the 

church office, at the end of this 

newsletter,  at the gazebo or emailed to 

you by contacting Heather at 

heather@immanuelpc.org 

Sunday School at is just around the  

Corner ï Rally Day is Sept. 12
th

! 

Immanuel has set a challenging goal of 500 health and food kits for Presbytery de Cristo's summer 
outreach project, which is called the "Matthew 25 Offering."  The project takes its name from Jesus' 
parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew chapter 25, verses 31-46.  You can get a reseal able 
plastic bag with the flyer inside from one of our ushers.  Extra flyers are at the gazebo.  Our goal is 
to have each family bring 1 ï 10 kits. Your donations will be taken to the August 21 Presbytery 
meeting by our delegates and brought forward as an offering during opening worship.  Your 
participation may save someone's life!  Thank you for the 86 donations that have been given. 

mailto:heather@immanuelpc.org
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           Plan to                   

    Attend!!! 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

     

 

                     Coming Saturday, August 28
th
 to Immanuel  

8:30 AM -12:30 PM 

Teacher Workshop for ALL who provide Christian Education 
leadership and classroom teaching experiences. 

 

Presenters:  Heather Stein ï Christian Education Coordinator 

Larry Biehl ï Pastoral Assistant (CLP) 

(lunch included) 
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Casa Maria -  August 7  

Bring your sack lunches to the church between 
7:45 and 9:30 am on  Saturday, August 7. The 
person  making the delivery to Casa Maria leaves 
promptly at 9:30. A lunch should contain 2  
sandwiches of your choice, (no mayo or mustard), 
a piece of fruit and a dessert (couple of cookies, 
granola bar, or the like).  You may make as many 
lunches as you desire.   

Many of our winter residents have left for the 
summer, if you could make a few 
more lunches it will help us fulfill 
our goal of 500 lunches each 
month. 

 
Thank you for your support of this  
important mission. 

Special folks to thank for helping in August  

Gazebo will be staffed by The Christian Education Committee 
                              

             Sunday Fellowship             Lay Reader              
August 1       Menôs Breakfast Group          David Powell 
August 8       Julia & Agape Circles         Rich Grau 
August 15      Outreach/Fellowship         Virginia McClain  
August 22      Mission Committee          Alan Wetzel 
August 29      Personnel/Technology        Curt Christy          

                  

You Can Make a Difference in the Life of a Child! 

Do you snore louder than a grizzly bear?  Make runny scrambled eggs?  Donôt know a 
Phillip's head from a flat head?  Canôt tell an iPod from a peapod?  Donôt worry, itôs not 

required!  There is no entrance exam or skills test, we just require a love of Jesus and a heart for 

children.  Our Sunday School children are looking for adults who can befriend them by reading 

or acting out stories for them, singing songs and talking with them.  Weôre looking for people 

with big hearts and warm smiles willing to make Sunday morning church a welcome place for 

children ages 3 through 12th grade by becoming a Small Group Leader in Sunday School.  How 

can you help pass on your faith? 

Contact Heather Stein, Director of Christian Education at 296-2253 today. 

Desert Sages on 
Hold for the 

Summer  

Desert Sages had 
their last meeting 
Tuesday, July 20th 
will resume the 
Tuesday after Labor 
Day, September 7th with a luncheon 
provided.  So many people were going to 
be gone this summer we decided it was 
best to disband for a while.  Please join 
us again in September.  If you have 
questions please call Mary Kay Bush at 
885-0003 or ausmbush@aol.com. 

mailto:ausmbush@aol.com
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Outings with Ann  

 Annôs back (at least for a little while) and ready to resume activities. For our 

monthly trips this year, we will explore some of Tucsonôs lesser known 

attractions. It is still too warm to do much outside activity, so letôs begin by 

visiting the University of Arizonaôs Museum of Art which has 7 centuries 

of artworks in their collection. Of special interest are the Samuel H. Kress 

Collection and the Edward J. Gallagher, Jr. Memorial Collection as well as 

the current exhibition of Life in 19
th
 Century Japan. We will car pool from the 

church on Wednesday, August 11
th

 at 9 am. Admission is $5.00. Sign up on the patio if you are 

interest in going. 

Ann will try to find a good discount matinee movie on Thursday, August 19
th

. Check the Sunday 

bulletin on August 15
th
 for details or call Ann at home (298-8401) that week.  

Fall Adult Trip Being Planned. Over the past few years, we have visited many attractions in 

Arizona and now Ann is thinking about going a little further away and would like your input. Two 

great railroads are on her bucket list and perhaps yours - (1) the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic 

Railroad  is Americaôs highest and longest narrow gauge railroad and (2) the historic Durango & 

Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad , operating for over 128 years, first to haul silver and gold ore 

from the San Juan Mountains and now passengers. The scenery is always great, but even more 

spectacular in the early fall. Unfortunately, these are both a 2-day drive from Tucson, so the cost of 

this trip will be much higher than in the past.  

Here are our choices: 

(1) Cumbres & Toltec Railroad Trip (5 days, 4 nights for $300-$350) 

Tentative plans are to visit the Deming Luna Mimbres Museum on our way to Albuquerque; visit 

Ghost Ranch Presbyterian Conference Center on the way to Chama; take the train ride and then 

drive toward Farmington; visit Aztec Ruins National Monument, El Malpais National Monument and 

El Morro National Monument on the way to Springerville or Show Low; drive home to Tucson.  OR . .  

(2) Durango & Silverton Railroad Trip (6 days, 5 nights for $350-$400) 

Tentative plans are to drive to Gallup, NM; visit El Morro and El Malpais National Monuments and 

Four Corners Monument on the way to Cortez, CO; spend a day at Mesa Verde National Park and 

then stay in Durango going on the train ride the next day; visit Aztec Ruins National Monument on 

the way to Flagstaff; drive home to Tucson. 

We would leave sometime during the last week of September, but returning before World 

Communion on Oct. 3
rd

. If you are at all interested in one of these trips, please let me know by 

August 15
th
.  Which trip? Majority will rule. This will give me time to make a brochure with all the 

details, make motel arrangements, and figure the final cost. The deposit will be the cost of the train 

ride which cannot be refunded. More information will be forthcoming in church bulletins and the 

September Newsletter. You can let me know your preference by marking the sign-up sheet at the 

gazebo, calling me at 298-8401, or emailing me at abthornes@gmail.com. 
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By wisdom a house is builté 

Online Directory FAQ 

I keep hearing about the online directory, but didnôt we just have a directory printed? The online 

directory is just like the printed directory, but with the ability to be instantly updated with information (i.e. 

change of address, phone number or email).  But best of all, new portraits may be added sooner than every 

three to four years as in a traditional printed directory. 

Where is the online directory?  Go to our webpage: www.immanuelpc.org and click on the Online Directory 

icon to access the logon page. 

How do I get my user name and password?  You have three options. 

On the logon page, click ñI forgot my user name and passwordò and the system will email it to you. 

Stop and visit Andrea at the gazebo Sunday morning (you might even bring her a cookie). 

Contact the site administrator, Andrea Birch at: Immanuel.admi@yahoo.com 

Who can see this information?  Usðyou, meðthe folks of Immanuel 

But I donôt want my portrait and certainly not my address or phone number publicized all over the 

internet.   This information is not on the internet.  Unlike the public church internet website, where anyone 

can find the church address and phone number, the private online directory can only be opened with a unique 

user name and password.  (Imagine a securely locked room that can only be opened with multiple keys). And if 

you still arenôt comfortable with your address or phone number being visible to others in our church, you may 

choose to hide it.  Itôs that simple. 

Okay, I logged on, now what do I do? Select Help or FAQ to learn about using the site.  Or contact the site 

administrator, Andrea Birch at Immanuel.admi@yahoo.com. 

How do I get a portrait in the directory or update my existing portrait?  Lifetouch will be back in early 

October with their photography team.  More information will be available soon. 

Welcome to our house, Online. 

Russ, Elizabeth, Thatcher and Olivia  Owen  
   9431 Old Jones Lane 
   Dunkirk, MD  20754 
 
Lynn Reed  
   6199 E Broadway Apt. 117 
   Tucson, AZ 85711 

http://www.immanuelpc.org/
mailto:Immanuel.admi@yahoo.com
mailto:Immanuel.admi@yahoo.com
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Endowment Fund Status report as of 1 July 2010: 

 Gifts received during the 2nd Quarter           =  $          20.00 

Total Gifts since inception (Oct 1998)           =  $239,395.36 

Income received 2nd Quarter 2010                 =  $    1,708.25 

Total Income since inception (Oct 1998)      =  $   48,380.70 

Endowment Funds available for 2010           =  $   14,545.45 

(Less $247.65 used during Jan-Jun 2010)                              

 Cash on Hand 1 July 2010                            = $        376.47 

Please consider helping your church in its efforts to expand mission, outreach, 

and youth ministries into the future.  You can do so with a cash gift to the Endowment Fund.  Of course, there 

are several other approaches to gifting.  Complete information is available to assist you in selecting the right 

approach for you.  Just speak to one of the Pastors or any member of the Endowment Committee ï Susan 

Hampton, Rich Grau, Ron Parker, Howard Ross or Liz Wallendorf. 

 

Office Deadline Reminders  

Dove: The Dove article deadline is the 15
th

 of every  the month .  

Bulletin Announcements & Inserts :  Tuesday afternoon 

Committees : Please get all information to the office as soon as possible after committee meetings.  

Calendar Dates : Check with the office and the master calendar for dates before and after your 

committee or group meeting. 

 
       Enjoy the convenience of electronic giving 

 

Immanuel  wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as 

a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving 

offers convenience for our members and much-needed donation 

consistency for our congregation. 

 

There are two ways to set up electronic donations. You can visit the 

church website at immanuelpc.org, locate the donation link and 

follow the instructions or, if you wish, you can simply complete a 

paper authorization form and return it to the church office. 

 

As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic 

giving. Authorization forms and additional information are 

available from the church office.  

 

Thank you!  


