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Resurrection is one of the most important words for us as followers of Christ. 

Easter, the empty cross, and the empty tomb have enormous implications for our 

life this side of heaven and beyond. One scholar said that the cross of Christ 

speaks to the major maladies of our postmodern world: futility, ignorance, 

loneliness, sickness and death, and selfishness. 

Christôs life, death, and resurrection give us new life, energy, hope, purpose, joy, 

and a renewed relationship with God, with those around us, and all of creation. Our identification 

with Christ enables us to experience and live into the kind of life God created us for. With Easter, 

life, not death, is the last word. Now thatôs good news! 

We have many meaningful worship experiences throughout Holy Week and beyond to prepare for 

and celebrate the resurrection of Christ. Maundy Thursday  is a 7:30 pm evening worship 

experience  where we partake of the Lordôs Supper and reenact Christôs servant lifestyle with one 

another. Good Friday  is a solemn day where we meditate upon Christôs sufferings for us on the 

cross. We will have an abbreviated lunch hour service  (12:15-12:45) and a 7:30 evening service  

that will take us through the stations of the cross via drama. Uprising  (Saturday 8-10 pm beside the 

labyrinth in the Desert Sanctuary) is a new, ancient tradition we are introducing this year in our Holy 

Week observance. This will be an experiential and prayerful time of Scripture reading, meditation, 

renewal of baptismal vows, Holy Communion, and luminaria. Easter morning  (with the 6:30 

Sunrise service  and 8:30 & 11:00 worship ) will be a wonderful time of resurrection celebration. 

Resurrection also has a purposeðit revitalizes us to share and be good news in the world by 

bearing Christôs love and welcome. Easter empowers mission. To live into this resurrection reality we 

will begin a new annual event at ImmanuelðMission Sunday: Holy Chaos  on April 18. This event 

is something very out of the box for us. The purpose of mission Sunday is to experience together 

being the church gathered in worship and the church scattered in mission. Mission can be an act of 

worship and worship can be an act of mission. It is our Sessionôs prayer that this time will be a 

catalyst for mission in our individual and collective lives as Immanuel Presbyterian Church. Church is 

ultimately not about us, but about Christ and Godôs mission in the world weôre called to join in.  
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Please read the flyers and bulletin preview for Mission Sunday: Holy Chaos because 

our normal morning worship schedule will be different. Our seating configuration 

will be different to communicate our commitment to mission.   

I want to thank all of you ahead of time for a sense of openness and willingness to try something 

new and different for this particular Sunday. We would like as many as possible (please invite 

friends too!) to participate for the entire morning. If this is not possible to participate for the whole 

time, you are free to come anytime during our on-site mission time (8:45-11:00), to meet up with the 

group at New Beginnings that is working from 9:30-10:30, to join in during worship in the sanctuary 

from 11:15-12:00, or just to drop on by our potluck lunch in Witherspoon after the service. Please 

contact the Mission Committee (Sue Schmelz and Liz Wallendorf) or the office if you have further 

questions.  

Iôm excited about the spiritual growth opportunities ahead of us during Holy Week, Easter, and Holy 

Chaos. May you be richly blessed this Eastertide, so that you may be a blessing to others. 

In Christôs Love, 

 

Pastor John 

A MISSION IN OUR MIDST 

Every month numerous members of Immanuel Church gather to make 

sandwiches and assemble lunches for Casa Mar²a.  Weôve seen the van drive off 

with close to 500 lunches, many of which you have made at home have brought 

to the church for delivery. 

Casa María, located downtown on Third Avenue, is a service agency that seeks 

to help the people of South Tucson and beyond.  It was started in 1981 by Brian 

Flagg, who continues to direct it, and who is helped by numerous volunteers.  Immanuel Church became 

involved quite some years ago, when Fred Wood was pastor, and we are one of about two dozen churches that 

contribute lunches for the people of the barrio.  At the present, says Brian Flagg, they serve about 200 

families as well as some 600 to 700 walk-ins who come every day to get a lunch. 

Besides responding to its concern for food, Casa María also provides scholarships for school kids, as well as 

used clothing, hygiene items, subsidies for the needy, household items and repairs, etc.  Though it identifies 

itself as a Catholic Worker Community of the Diocese, is supported entirely by private donations and nothing 

from the Diocese. 

Brian Flagg wants to give everyone who helps with the Casa María kitchen a big heartfelt thanks, as together 

all can be a blessing. 
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Holy Week Worship Services and Events 

April 1 Maundy Thursday 

 7:30pm WorshipñThe Lordõs Supper & Hand Washing 

                A beautiful service by candlelight 

April 2  Good Friday 

 12:15pmñDaytime worship service (30 minutes)   

  7:30pmñEvening worship & drama: The Way of the Cross 

April 2 -4 Thirty -Four Hours of Prayer 

Sign up on the patio beginning March 14 for our Easter Prayer Vigil which will begin at 

8:30pm April 2
nd

 (after the Good Friday worship service) and continue until Easter Sunrise 

Service, Sunday at 6:30am. 

April 3  Uprising! (The Great Vigil of Easter) 

 8:00pm to 10:00pm ñOutdoors at the Labyrinth.  Follow the luminaria from our parking 

lot.  This service is based on the Great Vigil of Easter in the Book of Common Prayer, and is 

a time of singing, prayer, reading scripture, taking Holy Communion, and renewing our 

baptism vows.  Join us around the fire for a uniquely spiritual experience. 

April 4  Easter Sunday 

  6:30amñSunrise Service  (Remember to wear a sweater or jacket or bring a blanket:      

    it's chilly out there!)  

  7:30amñContinental breakfast in Witherspoon Hall  

 Easter early birds are invited to come to Witherspoon Hall  

after the Easter Sunrise Service to enjoy breakfast and          

fellowship. If you  are able to provide an egg dish, bagels, 

cream cheese, muffins, fruit or juice, please sign up at the ga-

zebo to help the Christian Outreach & Fellowship Committee 

plan this meal.  

   8:30amñEaster Worship   

  9:45amñChristian Education classes  

 1 1:00amñEaster Worship 

     Please bring your òOne Great Hour of Sharingó Offering.  

Please continue to bring your coins for our òChange 4 Childrenó mission project that will take place 

Sunday morning, April 18.  We will be doing some outdoor repairs for New Beginnings for Women 

and Children.  

 

All meetings, except for the choirs, have been postponed, cancelled or moved to another location 

During Holy Week!  
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     Good Friday Worship                    

                        Service ð 7:30 PM  

Immanuel Presbyterian Church ð Tucson, AZ  

Scripture ð Music ð Prayer  

Trial to Tomb Through The Eyes of The Centurion  

 

 

 

Creatively engaging the liturgy and rituals of The Great Vigil of 
Easter 

Weaving light, story, reaffirmation of baptism, and Holy Communion 
Lighting and blessing a new fire and the Paschal Candle 
Telling Godôs stories throughout history around the fire 
Making the story of Holy Week more meaningful to all generations 

Wear warm clothing, and bring a stadium cushion or chair pad if 
desired.  Chairs will be available.  Follow the luminaria from our 
parking 
lot to 
the 

A New Kind of Easter Vigil  

Join us Saturday for a  

uniquely spiritual experience  

 Saturday, April 3rd, 8 ï10pm  Saturday, April 3rd, 8 ï10pm  

Join us in this sacred space under the stars  Join us in this sacred space under the stars  
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Casa Maria  

April 17  
Bring your sack lunches to the 

church between 7:45 and 9:30 

am on  Saturday, April 20.   The 

person  making the delivery to 

Casa Maria leaves promptly at 

9:30.  A lunch should contain 2  sandwiches of 

your choice, (no mayo or mustard), a piece of 

fruit and a dessert (couple of cookies, granola bar, 

or the like).  You may make as many lunches as 

you desire.  Thank you for your support of this   

important mission to help those less fortunate. For 

questions or more  information contact Virginia 

McClain, 886-0570. 

Special folks to thank for helping in April 

April Gazebo will be staffed  
by the  Finance Committee. 
                               

 
        Sunday Fellowship provided by:                   

 April 4   Mosaic Fellowship 

April 11  The Journey Fellowship 

April 25  Parker Covenant Group    

 

Agape Circle will meet on Wednesday, April14, 

at 9:00 am at the home of  Lorna Downard. 

 

Julia Circle will meet on Thursday, April 8, 9:30 

am in Witherspoon Hall. 

 

Lydia Circle  will meet on Tuesday, April 20, at 

6:30 pm in the Agave Room. Child care is 

provided. 

 

Gift Ideas 

Sarah and John 

have registered at 

TARGET.COM 

(Make sure you 

select the Sarah 

Tittle + John Tittle  

in Arizona!) 

This afternoon     
tea/baby shower     
is hosted by the 

Lydia Circle.  
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MISSION SUNDAY:  

HOLY CHAOS 

April 18, 2010 
 

What is Mission Sunday? 

A Sunday in which worship and mission are experienced by participating in service projects for the 

community. 

Why are we doing this? 

To put our faith in action by making a difference in our community in Christôs name. 

What is happening that Sunday? 

8:30 a.m. Everyone will gather in the Sanctuary.  The various Mission projects will be 

explained and instructions given for how to participate. 

8:45 a.m.  Everyone will go out to work on the Mission projects. 

11:15 a.m. Everyone will re-gather in the Sanctuary for worship and sharing. 

12:00 noon All will gather in Witherspoon for a potluck lunch. 

What will I be doing? 

 You will be participating in one of the mission projects. 

How will I know which one I will be doing? 

 You will choose the project that fits you. 

What are the projects? 

New Beginnings for Women and Children 

The program has a housing project near Ft. Lowell and First Ave. that needs repair and 

landscaping of the yards and playground.  Those participating in this project will drive to 

the complex and once there participants will:  repair the fence, rake, pull weeds, pick up 

trash, lay ground cover for the playground and whatever else is needed to make a nice yard 

for the families. 

Eastside Community Food Bank 

Participants will go to designated grocery stores and ask the shoppers for donations for the food 

bank.  The food that is collected will be driven to the food bank. 

Davis-Monthan AFB 

Participants will cook and package meals for families of deployed military members.  The food 

will be prepared and packaged in Witherspoon Hall. 

Others will be making cards and writing letters of appreciation to the families of deployed 

service men and women. 

Interfaith Community Services 

ICS offers a rich variety of volunteer opportunities. Volunteers helping seniors and disabled 

 Individuals deliver nutritious meals, provide transportation, interview homebound 

 individuals, and provide many other vital services to help our neighbors keep their 

 independence.  Participants will receive training to become a volunteer for ICS. 

 

 

 

http://www.icstucson.org/a1.helping-seniors-and-disabled-individuals.htm
http://www.icstucson.org/a1.helping-seniors-and-disabled-individuals.htm

