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     Our Lenten journey continues through much of this month, culminating with Holy Week and the grand 

finale of Easter! Bishop and scholar N.T. Wright called Resurrection Day òGodõs big bang of new creation.ó 

I encourage you to keep your eyes wide open for the signs of Christõs resurrection power that are all 

aroundñinside you and around you. Here are a few symbols the church throughout the ages has used to 

remember and reflect on resurrection:  

 

The Phoenix: The Phoenix legend in church history is associated with rebirth, resurrection, 

triumph over adversity, and that which rises out of the ashes. Often, as an emblem of Christ, it 

was found with the palm tree (another symbol of resurrection) carrying a palm branch (a 

symbol of triumph over death), or carrying an olive branch (a symbol of God's peace offered to 

humans). The phoenix also became a favorite symbol on early Christian tombstones.  

 

The Gourd : God caused a gourd to spring up and shade Jonah and deliver him from his grief. 

The palma christi  gourd or castor -oil plant is the gourd of Jonah. It reminds us God raised up 

Christ on Easter Sunday to take away our sorrow and grief.  

  

The Butterfly : From  caterpillar to chrysalis to butterfly, the butterfly symbolizes to 

Christians the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the Greek language, the 

word for soul and butterfly  are the same (psyche). In western French provinces, there is 

a beautifully shaped bright yellow butterfly, who has as one of its names the Easter 

Jesus because it appears right around Easter and is the first butterfly to emerge from 

the cocoon, just as Christ emerged from the tomb.  

 

The Crane:  This bird returns every spring. The crane has helped Christians remember the 

resurrection that we will one day experience in full because of Jesus Christ. Cranes also eat 

snakes, so it reminds us that Christ defeated Satan by the cross. The crane reminds us to 

be alert and to keep in mind the hope of resurrection we have.  

 

 

     There is a legend that the crane keeps itself awake by standing on one foot and holding a stone in the 

other. When it begins to nod off, the dropping of the stone awakens it. Letõs remember the crane this 

Easter and always, so that we wonõt be lulled to sleep by temptation or distraction, and stay alert to 

Christõs resurrection power in and around us on the path to the empty tomb and always.  

Grace and Peace, 

John  
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Friday, April 1   

Family Game Night at 5:30 p.m.  

Includes pizza and drinks.  

 

  Saturday, April 9  
Deaconsõ Rummage Sale  

7 a.m. ð 2 p.m. 

 

Sunday, April 10  
Music and the Word: òLightó  

during worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m.  

Presented by the Sanctuary Choir  

with brass and timpani  

 

Saturday, April 16  
Palm Sunday Saturday  

Easter Egg Hunt and other activities  

10 a.m. 

 

Palm Sunday, April 17  
Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m.  

Celebrating Jesusõ triumphant procession  

into Jerusalem.  

 

 

Holy Week  

 Maundy Thursday, April 21  
Communion Service Worship at 7:30 p.m.  

 

 

 Good Friday, April 22  
Service of Worship with drama  

at 7:30 p.m.  

 

 

 Saturday, April 23  
Uprising: The Great Vigil of Easter  

8 ð 10 p.m. 

 

 

 Easter Sunday, April 24  
Celebration of the Resurrection  

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m.  

 Services of Worship at 8:30 &  11 a.m.  
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Come, listen to a story, color eggs, do a 

craft and hunt for candy filled eggs!  

Bring 1 dozen hard -boiled eggs to color. 

Children, families and all those young in 

heart are invited!  

Donations needed: 

Paas Egg Dye 

Egg Dippers  

Vinegar  

Plastic Easter Eggs  

Individually wrapped Easter Candy  

Palm Sunday 

Saturday  

April 16  

10:00ñ11:30 am 
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Good Friday, April 22  

7:30 p.m.  
     You are invited to step back in time -- more than two 

thousand years -- to the foot of an old rugged cross, on 

Good Friday, April 22. "A Picture of Calvary" , a 

drama and music event, will address the questions of 

Who Jesus Christ is, and why He had to die. As you 

come to the foot of the cross on Good Friday evening, you 

will meet people -- not characters of some fictional story -- 

but real people who bring that scene of so long ago to us 

as if it were only yesterday. Some were believers. Some 

were not. Some sought His death. Others mourned it. 

Each has a unique response to that Roman cross and the 

One who was crucified there -- the One over whose head 

the inscription was posted, "This is Jesus of Nazareth, 

the King of the Jews." A Picture of Calvary  is a 

powerful presentation and service that is meant to 

challenge you to think about your own response to Christ. This Good Friday service is at 7:30 p.m. and is 

being coordinated by Larry Biehl. All are invited to attend.  
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One Great Hour of Sharing ðSharing resources, changing lives  

Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through One Great 

Hour of Sharing to share Godõs love with people experiencing need. Our gifts support 

ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, and community 

development that help people find safe refuge, start new lives and work together to 

strengthen their families and communities. Recognizing that the hope we have in Christ is 

lived out in our hope for one another, we respond with gifts that help our sisters and brothers around the 

world find the hope for a brighter future.   

Immanuel will be collecting your donations through Easter Sunday. Envelopes for your donations will be 

placed in the bulletins.  
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Immanuelõs Easter Flower Plus Tradition  

Each year the Worship Committee asks you to help decorate the Sanctuary for 

Holy Week and Easter by making a contribution for the purchase of flowers in 

honor or in memory of a loved one. This year you have three options:  

1)  To purchase a flowering plant, in honor or in memory of someone.  

2)  To make a donation to the flower fund to help with other floral decorations throughout the 

year, also in honor or in memory of someone.    

3)  To make a contribution to the Pastor Discretionary Fund also in honor or in memory of 

someone.  The pastors use this fund judiciously to assist people with dire financial needs.  

The cost of each plant is $14, but donations may be made in any amount.   

All of the dedications will be listed in the bulletin on Easter Sunday.  

The deadline to order is April 17.  

  

In honor of ______________________________________________________________ 

In memory of ____________________________________________________________ 

Name __________________________________________Phone ___________________ 

Donation for a plant  $_______        I (we) will take plant home      Yes      No  

Donation to the Pastor Discretionary Fund $_______  

Total amount enclosed:  $__________    Envelope # _______ 

 

 

Thank you for your donation!  If you would like to take 

your plant home, you may do so  

after the 11 am worship service on Easter Sunday.  

Plants left in the sanctuary after that time will be taken 

to our homebound members.   

 

The church office will be closed on Monday, April 25.  



 

7 

Session Corner 
¶ Approved new members transferring to 

Immanuel. 
¶ Received a special thanks from the 
Presbytery moderator for Larry Biehlôs 
service to the Presbytery. 

¶ Listened and viewed the most recent work 
from the hard-working 20/20 Vision Team. 

June 20ñ25 

  4 yrs ð6th grade  

More information about the 2011 VBS program will 

be coming via bulletins and emails.  

Welcome to Will Price,  

Immanuelôs  

New Music Worship Leader  

For the New  

Alternative Worship Leader  

 

Immanuel has offered and Will Price has 

accepted the position of Music Worship 

Leader for the new Alternative Worship 

Service here at Immanuel. We are excited to 

welcome Will and his wife Anja. Will comes 

to us with 20 years experience in music 

worship with multi -instrumental skills, 

specializing in the acoustic, electric, and bass 

guitars. Most recently, Will and Anja have 

been involved in alternative worship 

ministry at Pantano Christian Church. Will 

has strong interpersonal and leadership 

skills, along with a well rounded music 

knowledge and spiritual gift to share. He 

comes to us very highly recommended and 

regarded by his peers and loves to worship 

God through his music. Will, when time 

allows, also likes to write music.  

Let us as a community of believers warmly 

welcome Will and Anja to Immanuel 

Presbyterian Church and give them our 

support in this most important ministry.  

Will will officially join the staff on May 1. We 

will keep you posted when the new 

Alternative Worship Service will launch.  

 

 Anja and Will Price  
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Navigating the faith journey can be a joy and a challenge for anyone. A six -week  òExplorerõs Classó ð to 

discover, enhance, and enrich your personal faith -- is scheduled to begin Sunday, May 1, and continue 

through June 5. It will be a part of the Christian Education offerings from 9:45 -10:45 a.m. each of those 

Sundays. You are invited to participate in a journey of discovery about the Presbyterian Church PC(USA )

and the ministries of Immanuel.  

Explorerõs Class provides a variety of information for anyone who wants to know more about who we 

Presbyterians are, what we do, and how and why we do it. Participation is  particularly helpful for 

individuals considering membership with Immanuel. The content includes:  

 ÅHistory of the Presbyterian Church 

 ÅBeliefs, traditions, and creeds 

 ÅCurrent postures of the denomination 

 ÅStructure and government of PC(USA) 

 ÅIntroduction to Elders and Deacons of Immanuel 

 ÅInformation related to missions and ministries of Immanuel 

 ÅOpportunities for participation in Immanuel ministry 

 ÅInvitation to affiliate membership with Immanuel 

 ÅQuestions and Answers regarding the denomination and Immanuel ministry 

Facilitating the discussions will be Pastor John, Larry Biehl (CLP), and Bob Seel, Parish Associate.  If you 

are considering membership, this is a comprehensive class to help you make an informed decision. Those 

who are already members but want to know more about the denomination and Presbyterian structure and 

heritage will be provided a wealth of information. If you have questions, please contact Larry Biehl at the 

church office.  

  

Michael and Joanne Patterson  

808 W Vuelta Granadina  

Sahuarita, AZ 85629 -9504 
 

Amanda Patterson Leachet   
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Deacons Sale, Saturday, April 9th, from 7 AM - 2 PM . 

 

 

Donations Needed!  

The Deacons have 

arranged for two òCool 

Boxesó to be set up in the 

parking lot for your 

treasures. If you need help 

getting your donated items 

to the church, please call 

the church office or Katie 

Smith at 762 -1361 to 

arrange to have them 

picked up.  

Stop by or call the office to 

arrange to have the òCool 

Boxó open. The box will be 

open on Sunday mornings.  

Workers Needed!  

The Deacons need church members 

to help volunteer their time for the 

setting up of the event, helping to 

work at the sale, and to take down 

the sale!  There will be a sign -up 

sheet placed at the gazebo on 

Sundays. On the day of the sale  

we will need volunteers to start at 

6 a.m.  to set up last -minute 

items.  They will need someone 

after 2 p.m. to pack up the items.  

Your time and donations will make this deacon project a success!  
 The money made from the rummage sale provide the funding for  

the pastors Emergency Benevolence Fund.  

                STANDING TOGETHER  

On Monday, January 10, while driving through Tucson, I saw a bus that had changed the 

notice on the electric sign over the windshield.  òTogether we thrive,ó it read, demonstrating 

solidarity with the community following the dreadful tragedy that took place two days 

before, when Arizona Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and 18 others were shot outside a 

local grocery store.  

That solidarity went beyond this town. In the current issue of Presbyterians Today,  Linda 

Valentine, executive director of the General Assembly Mission Council, reported on that event. òWithin hours of the 

shooting,ó she wrote, òéPresbyterian Disaster Assistance was at work. National response coordinator John 

Robinson reached Sue Westfall, presbytery pastor/stated clerk in Presbytery de Cristo by phone that Saturday 

evening, to offer consolation and resources.ó    

Two persons with Presbyterian connections were among those killed.  Phyllis Schenck, 79, was a member of 

Northminster Presbyterian Church, òa vibrant, fun and devoted woman of faith,ó affirmed her pastor. Gabe 

Zimmerman, 30, an aide to U.S. Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, came from a staunchly Presbyterian family, 

according to the Rev. John Matthew, retired church official living in Boise, Idaho.   

Linda added: òOur witness to the Gospel is perhaps most visible during times of crisis and catastrophe. The 

circumstances compel us to unite in mission and ministry. Consequently it is in these moments that we often see 

most clearly the churchõs unity.ó 
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 Holy Chaos Sunday   We began at 8:30am in the sanctuary with brief worship and a charge to "Go 
into the World".  The sanctuary had been completely reversed so all seating faced the Exit 
signs.  We had between 125 and 150 persons involved personally in mission beyond Immanuel's 
campus, such as New Beginnings, House of Neighborly Service, Fruit Gleaning, Eastside 
Neighborhood Volunteer Program, Casa Maria, and the American Lung Association Walk.  On 
campus we participated in mission projects for NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness), Ben's 
Bells, Bread for the World, campus repair, music, and prayer.  All participants returned for worship 
and communion at 11:15, followed by a Pancake Lunch (pre-Shrove Tuesday) served by the men of 
our church.  Rough "guesstimates" of time shared in mission out in the community would value it at 
around $2500 worth of "person-hours" spent in love labor in God's name and glory.  

It was a fantastic day!  What a joy to "go and serve in Christ's name!" 

      Helping at Sabra Boyerõs home 

Folding NAMI flyers  

Working at New Beginnings  

Bread for the World Letter Writing  

House of 

Neighborly Service  

Casa Maria Food Preparation  


